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The Founders, Seaside Evergreen (Masonic) Lodge 137 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


Chapter One 


Logan's Mill 


Upstairs Meetings, 1906 

The meetings held on the second floor above 
Johannsen's Store began in 1906 and precipitated 
the founding of the Seaside Masonic Temple, 
Evergreen Lodge No. 137. (The store itself is 
described in the biographical sketch of J.H. 
Johannsen given later in this paper.) 

The meetings coincided with the founding of 
Seaside's first financial institution and a change in 
ownership of the town's sawmill complex. Most of 
the original lodge members who attended the meet- 
ings, were Officials or employees of the mill. 


Mill of Many Names 

Located on the east bank of the Necanicum River 
at what is now Avenue G, the mill not only pro- 
cessed logs into lumber, sash and door stock and 
box shooks, but was the source of the town's first 
commercial electric power. 

The mill was known by several names since its 
founding in 1893 by Herbert F. Logan Logan (1863- 
1906). Logan, a native of England, was a bachelor. 
He was founder of the Elk Creek Hotel in what is 
now Cannon Beach, and the leading spirit in the 
construction of the Seaside-Elk Creek toll road. 

While yet in his prime of life, illness overcame 
Logan and he returned to Torquay, England, where 
he died at age 43 on January 14, 1906. 


Although the surviving record in such matters is 
very confused, there follows in chronological order 
the probable duration of use of each of the various 
mill names over the approximate 17-year period of 
its active existence, 1893-1910: 


¢ 1893-1897: Necanicum Spruce Lumber Co, was 
locally known as Logan's Mill. Some of the initial 
sawmill equipment came from the smaller and earli- 
er nearby Bradbury Mill, but Logan also purchased 
at least part of the machinery in Portland. In 1896, 
he was influential in getting the Astoria & South 
Coast Railway (then in the process of being 
renamed the Astoria & Columbia River Railway) 


extended south from the Seaside depot on East 
Bridge Street an additional quarter mile, in order to 
accommodate the mill. Seaside Light System was 
established in 1897 and located in Logan's mill. The 
generator, powered by a steam engine, was probably 
in operation by 1897, if not earlier. It at first primar- 
ily produced power to the mill, but also provided a 
very limited amount of electricity to a privileged 
few who lived nearby. Although the generator was 
in Operation several years, its capacity was so limit- 
ed that its place in history has now practically been 
forgotten, overshadowed by the larger commercial 
power system put into operation in 1906 under city 
franchise by the Seaside Light & Water Co., fore- 
runner of the Seaside Power & Light Co., and 
Pacific Power & Light Co. 


* 1897-1900: Seaside Lumber Company was 
incorporated on July 26, 1897, by H.F.L. Logan, 
S.H. Maddock and Astoria attomey Frank Spittle. 

The reorganized mill company of 1897 was 
empowered to purchase and hold property, real and 
personal, carry on a general lumber business, 
including logging, manufacturing and the sale of 
lumber. The incorporation register stated that the 
company would also “maintain and operate electric 
light and power plants.” 

Logan, incidentally, was one of the city's first 
councilmen when the portion of the city lying east 
of the Necanicum incorporated on March 1, 1899. 
He resigned in December of that year and was 
replaced by Levi Daniel Coffman, Sr. (1847-1922). 


¢ 1900-1903: The mill was purchased and 
renamed Necanicum Spruce Lumber Co., by a cor- 
poration whose main stockholders were William 
McGregor, Nathanial D. “Nate” Bain and N.P. 
Sorenson. 


* 1903-1906: The mill was acquired by Anton S. 
Froslid and Maitland F. Day, who on March 3, 
1903, incorporated as Seaside Spruce Lumber Co. 
Electric power was reportedly still being produced 
by a steam-powered generator at the mill, but still 
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The Founders, Seaside Evergreen (Masonic) Lodge 137 


primarily for mill use and a few nearby homes. 


+ 1906, early fall: The mill name was changed to 
Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Co., by new 
owners E.J. Brent, Allan H. Wilson and V. Ecklund. 


* 1907-1910: In December 1906, Walter S. “Walt” 
Henninger, Allan H. Wilson and Maitland F. Day 
contracted to purchase the mill. Financing and final 
closure of the purchase took place in January 1907, 
at which time Henninger, president of the Bank of 
Seaside, became president and general manager of 
the mill company. The mill name selected in 1906, 
Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Co., was 
retained. 

The failure of the mill (and the bank) became 
known on November 4, 1910. The mill struggled on 
for only six more days before closing down. During 
the ensuing bankruptcy proceedings that continued 
for several months into 1911, the mill was reopened 
and operated temporarily by disgruntled employees 
attempting to recover unpaid wages. 


¢ 1911-1914: Seaside Door and Lumber Co. pur- 
chased the main sawmill building at a foreclosure 
sale. In January 1912, three Astoria residents, 
George Kaboth, John Mattson and C.G. Palmberg, 
incorporated as the Seaside Door & Lumber Co., for 
the expressed purpose of operating the mill, logging, 
and to extend the logging railroad further south. The 
effort was brief and destined for failure. Ali opera- 
tions, except disposal of equipment and stock (pri- 
marily log rafts in the Necanicum) had ceased by 
1913. 


« August 6, 1914: The main sawmill building was 
totally destroyed by fire. Losses were confined to 
the then vacant structure, the mill equipment having 
earlier been sold to Prouty Lumber & Box 
Company that had opened its mill on the west bank 
of the Wahanna River (Neawanna Creek) and cut its 
first lumber on January 12, 1914. 


Commercial Power Arrives, 1906 

In early March 1906, several interested parties 
scrambled to win a franchise to provide electric 
power on a grander scale to the divided towns on 
both sides of the river. A plant building was then 
being constructed by Jacob E. “Jake” Brallier. 

Among those known to be interested in winning 
the power franchise were E.C. Judd and Dan J. 
Moore. Messrs. Rhodes and Welch said they had a 
plant ready to ship to Seaside. But in the end, the 
franchise went to Messrs. Judd, Fleishner, Moore 
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and Froslid, and was to be part of a syndicate then 
operating plants at Albany, Eugene and Corvallis. 

The following excerpt from the February 1917 
issue of the Pacific Power & Light Company 
Bulletin, is of interest. It appears below just as it was 
quoted in the Seaside Signal, Years Ago column of 
March 5, 1987, as originally published in the 
Seaside Signal of March 8, 1917: 


Seaside had its first electricity for lighting and 
power purposes about 1906, when A. Welch and 
others of Portland formed a company and installed 
a small steam plant. The plant had a generating 
capacity of about 400 HP having three generators 
and three engines. The name of the company when 
first started was the Seaside Light & Water Co. 

They intended to buy from the city its water sys- 
tem, but failed and changed the title to the Seaside 
Power & Light Co., which title the company had 
until the Pacific company bought it and took 
charge on the first of April, 1916. 

The Pacific company operated the steam plant 
until August 28, when on that date the electrical 
energy was turned on the new 25,000 volt trans- 
mission line from Hammond Lumber Co. of 
Astoria. 

The supply from Astoria is plentiful and while 
the company is operating with a temporary substa- 
tion with a capacity of about 800 HP, the new out- 
door substation thakjs to be constructed as soon as 
the material arrives from the east will be ample for 
all present purposes and for some time to come. 


Driving Forces 
Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
(henceforth abbreviated SL&M) thrived in response 
to the hard work of such dynamic men as: 


¢ Walter S. “Walt” Henninger (1873-1911), 
mayor of (east) Seaside, one of the owners of 
SL&M and also its president and general manager 
from 1907-1910. Additionally, Henninger was the 
main propulsive force in the founding of the Bank 
of Seaside, the city's first financial institution of 
which he quickly attained the presidency; 


¢ A.H. Wilson, mayor of West Seaside, another 
incorporator of SL&M and its Vice President and 
Superintendent; 


¢ Maitland F. Day, one of the mill incorporators. 
His wife, Althea (Wilson) Day, was a sister to W.S. 
Henninger's wife, Lona V. (Wilson) Henninger. 
Both women, incidentally, were probably sisters of 
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Allen H. Wilson, one of the founding members of 
_ Seaside Masonic Temple. 

Under the leadership of the above three persons 
and given the financial backing of such men as 
Henninger's brother Fred A. Henninger of Omaha, 
Nebr., E.J. Brent of Portland, and others, plus the 
legal expertise of Astoria attorney Frank Spittle, the 
SL&M expanded to cover several acres. 

The SL&M property extended from the 
Necanicum River east to the railroad tracks (near 
the east side of present Roosevelt Drive) and from 
what is now Avenue G south as far as the Y-inter- 
section of Holladay Drive and Roosevelt Drive or 
perhaps beyond. 

The company actively sought customers near and 
far, and shipped products to them by rail from the 
handy northwestemn-most terminus of the railroad 
located at the mill's very doorstep. 

The SL&M employed some 250 men, almost half 
the population of Seaside, and included a sash and 
door factory (H.G. Klopp, agent), spruce box shook 
factory, lumber kilns, two and sometimes three 
remote logging camps and several miles of logging 
railroad. 


Panic Back East, 1907 
A great financial panic struck the East Coast in 
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1907 and gradually worked its way west. Three 
years later the mill in Seaside was on the verge of 
collapse because of its inability to find buyers for its 
products. 


Suicide, 1910 

W.S. Henninger himself was back East drumming 
up financial backing and trying to reestablish the 
SL&M market when on November 4, 1910, the 
Bank of Seaside suddenly closed its doors due to 
having overextended its capital. 

In a sincere effort to keep the mill afloat and 
thereby sustain the major source of income among 
the citizenry, the bank had loaned the mill all its 
money and more, including the entire treasury of the 
city and the savings of mill employees. 


These events came to the attention of the public 
at about 9 a.m., Friday, November 4, 1910, when 
bank cashier and city treasurer Edmond N. “Ed” 
Henninger walked into an alley behind his home 
and removed his hat. He then deliberately put the 
muzzle of a 30-30 rifle against his forehead and 
blew his brains and parts of his skull all over north 
Main Street. 
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by Jack M. Fosmark 


Chapter Two 


Founders and First Members 
Evergreen Lodge 137 


The First Ten, 1906 

The Marlantes paper (see copy attached) lists ten 
Seaside residents who in May 1906, began meeting 
upstairs in J. H. Johansen's store in Seaside. They 
were all members of Masonic Lodge No. 7, Astoria, 
who found it inconvenient to attend regular meet- 
ings in Astoria. 

The purpose of the Seaside meetings, according 
to Marlantes, was not only to discuss Masonic ritu- 
al, tradition and history, but to review their memo- 
ries of the order itself. 

. Although the upstairs meetings lapsed after about 
two months, they pointed out the need for a local 
lodge. 


The Charter, 1909 
A petition for the purpose of establishing a 
Masonic Lodge in Seaside was signed by 13 
Masonic brothers at Seaside and submitted on April 
21, 1908. This led to a dispensation being granted 
on May 5, 1908, and ultimately to the granting of a 
charter on June 17, 1909. 


Exodus of 1911 
The population of the city (and consequently the 
membership roster of Evergreen Lodge) shrank con- 
siderably in late 1910 and early '11. The primary 
reason for this was the failure of the mill and the 
immediate need of the idled crew to seek employ- 
ment elsewhere. 


Part I 


Biographical sketches of the ten men of the 
1906 upstairs meetings, as identified in the 
Marlantes paper, here arranged in alphabetical 
order: 


101) E.S. Abbott, 

102) G. Allendorf, 

103) H.C. Anderson, 

104) A.H. Barr, 

105) JE. Dillian, 

106) J. H. Johansen, 

107) E. Madden, 

108) W. Penegor, 

109) A.H. Wilson 

110) E.S. Wood [R.S. Wood, probably intended]. 


This chapter also contains sketches on all the oth- 
ers named in the Marlantes paper. The sketches con- 
tain only such data as your writer currently had at 
hand in his personal library. 


‘ 
% 

101. Edwin Simon Abbott (1863-1943) was 
born on February 6, 1863, in Cedar Dale, Mich. He 
died at age 79 in the Seaside hospital on January 19, 
1943, and was buried in Ocean View Cemetery, 
Warrenton. 

He married Bertha Olevia Neilson on April 16, 
1898 in Baker, Ore. 

Abbott was Seaside Postmaster for eight and a 
half years (1907-1916), and was Auditor-Police 
Judge for 22 years (circa 1917-1939). In the latter 
position, he was in effect municipal judge, hence 
was known as Judge Abbott. 

His wife Bertha was assistant postmaster (1910), 
and owner of the Kottage Tea Room, located in the 
Abbott residence at 718 Fourth Avenue East (north 
of the rear entrance to Seaside Central School). The 
telephone number was 396. 

The Abbotts had three children as follows: 

* Paul Andrew Abbott was born August 22, 1912, 
in Seaside. He died December 6, 1992, in Phoenix, 
Ariz., age 80, and is buried in Ocean View 
Cemetery, Warrenton. He was married, possibly 
twice, and had at least two children. 

¢ Esther Mae Abbott was born December 29, 
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1914, in Seaside. She graduated from Seaside 
Central School eighth grade on January 25, 1929. 
She married Willard Friesen, manager of the F. G., 
Mauser Lumber Co. As of 1936, the couple were 
residing at 119 Fourth Avenue, Seaside. 

* Manley J. Abbott was born September 1, 1899, 
in Seaside. He graduated eighth grade at Seaside 
School in January 1914. He died May 30, 1921, at 
age 22, in his parents’ home of acute indigestion. 


Arthur U. Abbott [II], who was E.S. Abbott's 
nephew, came to Seaside in about 1919 and worked 
as a mechanic. By 1925 or perhaps earlier he owned 
his own business, Abbott's Garage, at 120 North 
Seventh Street, at the intersection of First Avenue 
East & Seventh Street North (present North 
Holladay Drive). Two glass plate negatives in the 
Bill Montag collection at Seaside Museum show 
Abbott's Garage. Museum photographer John 
Raniero commented that what appeared to be bricks 
on the side of Abbott's Garage were really terra 
cotta, “which was so soft kids could easily knock 
holes in it with rocks.” 

Arthur and his wife Hazel M. Abbott, resided at 
739 11th Avenue (circa 1920-1925). They eventual- 
ly divorced, and she then married Robert W. 
Cairmcross. For several years after 1925, Arthur U. 
Abbott's address was 717 10th Avenue. 

Although their familial relationship is uncertain, 
the following persons may have been children of 
Arthur and Hazel Abbott: Alvin M., Beatrice M., 
Cora Belle, Arthur U. [III] and Glenn Abbott, also 
Mrs. John Edwards. Cora Belle “Corky” Abbott 
married William “Bill” Haag in 1941, and had four 
children. Haag, the son of Peter G. and Anna Marie 
(Jorgensen) Haag of Clatsop, was an Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS, forerunner of the CIA) vet- 
eran who parachuted into China and Germany dur- 
ing WW II. He was born November 21, 1913, on 
Clatsop Plains and died November 19, 1992, in 
Battleground, Wash. The widow, Cora Belle, at last 
word is still residing in Battle Ground, where the 
couple settled in 1958. 


102. George Allendorf first appears in the 1906 
Polk Directory, Seaside, in which his occupation is 
given as a laborer at Seaside Spruce Lumber Co. As 
was the case with so many others, it was probably 
the hope of obtaining permanent mill employment 
that attracted him to Seaside. 

When the mill company was reorganized in 1906 
as Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
(SL&M), Allendorf stayed on the payroll and by 
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1908 was working in the sash and door factory 
(H.G. Klopp, agent) within the expanded complex. 

In the 1910 directory his occupation is listed as 
pool and billiards. (The mill had declared bankrupt- 
cy in late 1910.) 

He is not listed in the directories of 1913, 1915 
and 1917, but reappears in 1920 as a carpenter 
residing at 807 Third Avenue East. Other sources in 
my files note that Allendorf was the invited perma- 
nent guest of the Nova Z. Williams family, who 
owned the residence at that address. 

George Allendorf continued working as a carpen- 
ter and residing with the N.Z. Williams family 
through 1934. In that year he moved his residence to 
726 Second Avenue. 


Although the early directories usually list the first 
name of a man's wife in parenthesis behind the hus- 
band's full name, none is given throughout the years 
for George Allendorf. 

I have been able to positively identify only one of 
his children, L. Pearl Allendorf. She married 
Charles L. Williams on April 12, 1911; he served as 
mayor of Seaside, 1922-1924. The couple had a 
daughter named Betty Lou Williams. They later 
moved to Warrenton where the press mentions their 
having celebrated their 21st wedding anniversary in 
1932. (I have compiled a significant separate file on 
the Williams family.) 


Lawrence E. AllSsdorf, called Loren, Lawny or 
Lonny, was probably the son of George Allendorf. 
In 1908, at age 17, Lawrence was working in the 
H.G. Klopp sash & door factory at SL&M. He is, 
however, best remembered by old-timers as a bar- 
tender in the old saloons of Seaside. He is known to 
have worked in B.J. Callahan's Ocean Saloon 
(known simply as Callahan's Saloon after the 1912 
fire). By 1915, he was working for the Brown Bros. 
(Dick and Mitt Brown, proprietors of the Arcade 
Bar & Retail Liquor Store, 609 Broadway). At one 
time he and Charles Brennan were partners in the 
old Pacific Cigar Store that had formerly been con- 
ducted by Fisher & Mathisen. It is not known what 
occupation Lawrence took up when Prohibition 
closed the saloons at 0001 hours, January 1, 1916. 

Lawrence was born in April 1891 in 
McMinnville, and died in Seaside on June 27, 1923, 
age 32. He is buried in Seaside Evergreen Cemetery. 

Lawrence's wife, Cecelia M., was bor in 1885. 
A front-page item in the Signal of February 13, 
1919, states that she and her daughter Jane 
Allendorf had gone to Des Moines, Iowa, in 
response to a telegram telling of her father's serious 
illness. They were expected to be away for possibly 
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two months. 

Cecelia died in 1949 in Seaside at age 64 and was 
buried beside here husband. 

A nearby grave was reserved for a Cecil 
Allendorf. 


103. Hans C. Anderson, Engineer, Seaside 
Spruce Lumber Co., (1904-1906); Chief Engineer, 
Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Company (1906- 
1908); Engineer, H.G. Klopp sash & door factory 
(part of the SL&M mill complex). 

He was city councilman (1907-1910), and was 
elected President of the (east side) City of Seaside 
council on November 11, 1910, replacing F.H. 
Laighton who was promoted to mayor to replace 
W.S. Henninger who abruptly resigned, moved to 
Calgary, Alberta, and subsequently disappeared. 

Anderson had a telephone in his residence by 
1910. Its number was Black 275. 

Anderson evidently left town by 1911, within 
months of the mill bankruptcy. 

Eva Anderson, who graduated from Seaside 
School eighth grade in May 1911, may be related. 


104. A.H. Barr, a member of Evergreen Lodge, 
AF & A.M., is listed in the 1906 Polk directory as 
foreman of the Seaside Spruce Lumber Co., fore- 
runner of Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing 
Company (SL&M). He possibly held that position 
earlier, although he is not listed in the 1904 Polk 
directory. 

Barr also is not listed in the 1908 directory, how- 
ever in 1910 he is listed as a laborer at SL&M. He 
apparently left Seaside soon after the 1910 failure of 
SL&M, as no further record of his presence was 
found. 


Three Barr children who attended Seaside School 
during the time A.H. Barr resided in Seaside, may 
have been his children. They are: 

+ Harry Barr, one of two 10th grade students of 
1907; 

+ Lyndon Barr, who graduated in 1909; 

+ Jean Barr, who graduated in 1911. 

By 1910, Harry Barr was working as a clerk in 
the post office, and Lyndon as a clerk at Lewis & 
Co. (drugstore). 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


105. Joseph E. Dillian. millwright, Seaside 
Lumber & Manufacturing Co., (1906-1910); city 
marshal (1913), water superintendent (1915), super- 
intendent of the Board of Water Commissioners 
(1917-1925); partner with John L. Berry in Berry 
& Dillian, second-hand furniture, 758 East 
Broadway (1931-1936; Berry died circa 1934). 

The Dillian residence was at 909 Seventh Street 
South (from 1908), later redesignated 919 South 
Holladay Drive. 

Dillian's wife's name was Mary H. Dillian (maid- 
en name unknown). 

The following item from the Seaside Signal of 
March 6, 1913, p.1, is of interest: 


The work of placing the pipe for the fire mains is 
progressing rapidly under the able supervision of 
JE. Dillian. The pipes and hydrants have already 
been installed from the pumping station on the 
river at the foot of Duane street [First Avenue], fo 
the corner of Bridge [Broadway] and Main streets 
{Holladay Drive] and work is now nearing comple- 
tion at the west end of Bridge street. Weather per- 
mitting, the work of laying the pipe will be complet- 
ed within the next few weeks and the pump tried 
out. 


Residing with J. E. Dillian from about 1913 to 
1925 was Patrick Q. Dillian, probably a son. Patrick 
was assistant postrgaster (circa 1913-1915), then 
was driver (1920) and clerk (1925) at Selnes & 
Wheatley, and later clerked at John Selnes & Co. 
(after John Selnes and Harry M. Wheatley amicably 
dissolved their partnership). 

Patrick Dillian's wife, Effie C. Dillian (maiden 
name unknown), managed Sunnybank Cottages & 
Grocery, 1517 North Seventh Street, from 1931, by 
which year the couple resided nearby at 1525 North 
Seventh Street. 

Patrick Dillian was by 1936 proprietor of a furni- 
ture store at 729 Broadway (earlier site of Thomas 
A. McKay's plumbing shop.) 


106. John H. Johannsen (a.k.a. Johansen), was 
owner-founder of the J. H. Johannsen Co., a general 
merchandise store established in Seaside in 1893, 
the year of his arrival. 

An 1896 photo in your writer's collection (cour- 
tesy of Seaside Museum), clearly shows the store 
located on the southwest comer of Bridge and Main 
street. Perfectly visible high above the front porch 
on the false front of the store was Johannsen's name, 


Filan Fp ee Mt? ebb: ¢ Jt ne awk ./ 
ey ih vdaiet chats ya ation 


wry ai buk ae 


mt mere mad 
eam ae es 
ae wapctinc: 
SR Ark ava ome 
| 


honrrnie? i qa gia tear til 


shea en 
Bi AM pall skeet 
estate? apg tole saat 
<5 heen wie valawow A. 


aw abe Laas anaes 


iaegY wt Wows 


= 


Agee 2. ehig ah OD xanth 
Pe hoe $e oe ‘ee feat a 


“a er vad ale 


PE Voreue> Se cena hee aaa : 
wer? eis al Hs ce ae 5 % 
iit wea 
baa Aine i any 
ee eee ae . 


ee aks 


reds 


The Founders, Seaside Evergreen (Masonic) Lodge 137 


painted in approximately two-foot high letters (note 
spelling). Underneath the name in five-foot high let- 
ters was the word STORE. 

The sign appeared thus: 


J. H. JOHANNSEN 


STORE 


His name was often misspelled “Johansen” or 
“Johanson.” By the turn of the century, he apparent- 
ly gave in and adopted the simpler version, 
Johansen. 

An ad for the “J. H. Johansen” store in the 1902 
Polk Directory stated that the company, 
“Established 1893 — Carries everything you want. 
Largest stock, best goods, lowest prices. Supplying 
campers a specialty. Your patronage solicited. 
Notary Public. Real Estate.” 

Contained in the same 1902 directory, within the 
general description of Seaside, was the following: 


J. H. Johansen has a large general store in 
which can be found almost everything to eat or 
wear; he is also postmaster. 


Johansen served three terms as Seaside postmas- 
ter, throughout all of which he operated the post 
office in his store. The three terms were as follows: 


1. February 28, 1894, to September 28, 1898, 
replaced by Sherman Case. 

2. May 19, 1900, to May 31, 1901, replaced by 
himself. 

3. May 31, 1901, to October 28, 1902, replaced 
by Jacob E. Brallier. 


Johansen was the first treasurer for the City of 
Seaside, taking over that responsibility when the 
east side incorporated in 1899. 

On April 1, 1904, Johansen opened a new general 
merchandise store, Johansen‘s Store, at the south- 
west corner of Bridge and Main Street (present 
Broadway & Holladay), in a structure purchased 
from Judge Charles A. and Olive (Wirt) McGuire 
and reportedly moved from its former location 
opposite the McGuire Hotel. The original building 
was apparently torn down. Among items to be 
found in his new store were groceries, dry goods, 
men's and women's clothing, fresh fruits and vegeta- 
bles. 

On April 15, 1906, the Signal reported on page 5 
that Johansen would open a branch store at the “east 
end of the lower bridge.” Whether this materialized 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


is not known. 

Johansen was elected mayor of Seaside in 1905, 
and held the office until abruptly resigning at the 
council meeting of Feb. 2, 1906. MJ. Young was 
immediately elected to fill the vacancy. 

Whereas Johansen left behind a solid reputation 
as businessman, city treasurer, postmaster, notary 
public, mayor and family man, something apparent- 
ly went terribly wrong with his mental health in his 
final days of life. 

While yet holding the office of mayor to which 
he was elected in 1905, he was on August 28, 1906, 
declared insane by the county judge and committed 
to the state insane asylum, Salem. He died there on 
September 21, 1906, less than a month after being 
committed, age unknown. 

Johansen's wife, Sophia, came from the well 
known Kirchhoff (a.k.a. Kirchoff) family of Astoria, 
whose residence still stands on the northwest comer 
of 12th and Franklin in Astoria. 

The Johansens had three children, the youngest of 
which, Dorothy (born in 1904), is still living, a 
retired history professor (doctorate) at Reed 
College, Portland. 

Dorothy, who never married, said her two sib- 
lings, a sister and a brother, were much older than 
herself. The brother's name was Earnest. 

The Johansen residence faced west at the north- 
east corner of First Avenue North and Main Street 
(109 North Seventh, Street). The structure in later 
years was moved about 100 feet east on First 
Avenue and was rotated to face south; it is presently 
the office of Dr. Russell Lende, optometrist. 

Dorothy Johansen (as her name is spelled) said in 
recent years that in 1910 when on her way from 
home to school as a first-grader at the nearby 
Seaside School, she witnessed the suicide of 
Edmund N. “Ed” Henninger. Bank cashier and city 
treasurer. 


Ed Henninger killed himself on Friday morning 
at about 9 o'clock, November 4, 1910, with a 30-30 
rifle shot to the head in an alley behind widow Julia 
Madden's residence in which Henninger was resid- 
ing with his young wife. 

Johansen says she had glanced up the alley to see 
if any Indians were lurking there (as she had been 
instructed by her mother) just in time to see the 
gruesome act. She ran to school, vomited on the 
front steps and was sent home by the teacher. She 
recalls stopping in the gathering crowd at the alley, 
but then being promptly hurried inside her home by 
her mother, Sophie. 

The alley is still there, running east-west on the 
south side of the present-day Seaside Signal office 
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building. (The reason behind the suicide is compli- 
cated, a subject I have compiled among others in a 
separate file dealing extensively with the prominent 
Henninger family.) 

On June 1, 1920, the city council passed a resolu- 
tion to appoint the widow Sophia Johansen as librar- 
ian. On August 2, 1921, the council decided her 
salary would be $75 a month, except during winter 
when it would be $50a month. —- 


107. Eugene J. Madden was bom on June 21, 
1861, and died on July 19, 1915. He came to 
Seaside in 1903 and worked as a saw filer at the 
mill, Seaside Spruce Lumber Co., and (after its 
renaming in 1906) the Seaside Lumber & 
Manufacturing Co. 

Madden was the father of 10 children. His wife's 
name was Julia (see her photo in my Reflections 
article Sarah's Party, Seaside Signal, March 1, 
1990). 

Among known children were: 

¢ Edna Madden, bor circa 1891, graduated from 
eighth grade at Seaside School in May 1906. She 
married George A. Graves in 1907. 

e Lyman Madden died of unknown cause in July 
1907 at age 15 (i.e, he was born circa 1888). He had 
graduated from eighth grade at Seaside School in 
May 1907. 

Walter Madden, probably another son, was found 
listed among sixth-graders in Seaside School, 1907- 
08, however no further mention of him was found in 
school records of later years. 

Seaside historian Inez Hanson, who was born in 
1904, recalls (another?) Julia Madden, who was 10- 
15 years older than Hanson. 

In mid-March 1911, the Madden family moved to 
Astoria where Eugene J. Madden worked (probably 
as a filer) for one of the big mills. 

By 1913 or perhaps even earlier, Julia Madden 
(who was possibly then a widow) and two of her 
daughters were again residing in Seaside at 113 
North Seventh Street. Julia was still living there as 
late as 1934. 


108. William Penegor was listed in the 1906 
Polk Directory, Seaside, simply as a laborer. His 
employer is not given. 

By 1908, Penegor was employed as an engineer 
at SL&M. He is not listed in the 1910 directory, 
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probably having moved elsewhere due to the failure 
of the mill. 


109. Allen H. Wilson was one of the owners and 
1907 incorporators of Seaside Lumber & 
Manufacturing Co. (SL&M). He served as vice 
president and superintendent of SL&M until about 
1909 or ‘10, when he apparently moved away from 
Seaside. He was also one of the incorporators of the 
Bank of Seaside on July 27, 1906. 

The distinguished Mr. Wilson was elected Mayor 
and Treasurer of West Seaside on July 20, 1907. 
The responsibility of his mayoralty frequently took 
him to Portland to look after the material interests of 
“Portlanders” who at that time constituted the 
majority of the summertime homeowners of West 
Seaside. Whereas the east side had mostly perma- 
nent residents, the west was composed primarily of 
big city folks who boarded up their cottages and 
businesses (including hotels), and left town after 
Labor Day each year. ; 

For unknown reasons, Wilson resigned as mayor 
of West Seaside on June 8, 1909, and was replaced 
by A.G. Long. 

Wilson's wife was superintendent of Sunday 
School at the Methodist-Episcopal Church of 
Seaside. That churcg has been in continuous opera- 
tion since its incorporation on May 2, 1899. By hap- 
penstance, the Masonic Temple building material- 
ized at 201 N. Holladay Drive, the next door south 
of the church (now named Seaside United 
Methodist Church) at 241 N. Holladay Drive. 

The A.H. Wilson family was one of the first to 
have a telephone in their home; as listed in the 1907 
Seaside Telephone Directory, its number was 204. 

There are several records testifying to the civic 
mindedness of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson and of the 
respect and trust placed in them by the community. 
He served on the Board of Directors of Seaside 
School during the 1907-1908 school year. 

The Signal of Saturday, March 7, 1908, on its 
front page states that when Capt. C.E. DeBois was 
taken to the hospital in Astoria on Wednesday 
(March 4, 1908], by Dr. W.E. Lewis, he was accom- 
panied by A.H. Wilson, H.C. Anderson and Charles 
Sanford. 

The Astoria Daily Budget of May 22, 1908, notes 
that A.H. Wilson had been elected “W.M. of Seaside 
Evergreen Lodge, A.F. & A.M.” 

Wilson also served on a West Seaside council 
committee-at-large which examined bids for con- 
struction of a “modern cement concrete sidewalk,” 
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1200 feet long and 8 feet wide, “where Shell Road 
is now located,” (Signal, May 16, 1908, and June 
27, 1908). This was destined to become the first 
concrete sidewalk on Bridge Street, the city's major 
A dh artery that was renamed Broadway in 


110. Rolla S. Wood. The researcher could find 
no such person as “E.S. Wood,” as named in the 
Marlantes paper, and suggests that R.S. Wood must 
surely have been intended. 

Rolla S. Wood was a foreman and sawyer at 
Seaside Spruce Lumber Co. (1904-1906). He evi- 
dently did not hire on with the new owners of 1906, 
SL&M. He and his wife instead eventually became 
proprietors of the Waunoma Rooming House. They 
lost their home and all personal belongings in the 
great 1912 Seaside fire. 

Rolla was the son of Z.C. Wood who died in 
Seaside in late April 1913. 

May Wood, who graduated from Seaside 
(Graded) School eighth grade in May 1906, was 
probably related to R.S. Wood, perhaps his daugh- 
ter. 

The Signal of October 8, 1910, page 1, mentions 
R.S. Wood as being among those who attended the 
funeral of N.D. Bain in Astoria. 


{Nathanial D. “Nate” Bain, about 55, was acci- 
dentally shot and killed on October 2, 1910, by duck 
hunting companion Clark Loughery at Carnahan 
Lake. From 1902-1904, Bain had been one of the 
main stockholders in Necanicum Spruce Lumber 
Co., a forerunner of SL&M. He was also part owner 
of the SL&M, circa 1906-1910. Bain, along with 
Clark W. Carnahan (1858-1908), son of Clatsop 
Plains pioneers Hiram and Mary Ellen (Morrison) 
Carnahan, had been the driving spirit in the con- 
struction of a log-floating canal dug during 1904-05 
from Cullaby Lake to the Skipanon River. It was 
Bain who reportedly provided the sinews of war to 
complete the job. He was owner of N.D. Bain & Co. 
Livery and Sale Stable of Seaside (1905), and was 
partner with a Mr. Gunzelow in a logging camp in 
the Gearhart Park area (1905)]. 


The following three items from the front page 
“Personal-Local” column of the Seaside Signal of 
Thursday, May 1, 1913, indicate the Rolla S. Wood 
family had moved away from Seaside in early 1913: 
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Rolla Wood had the misfortune of losing the 
index finger of his left hand at the first joint, while 
working in a saw mill in Forest Grove, last week. 


Rolla Woods, [sic] who was called to Seaside by 
the death of his father, returned to his duties as 
superintendent of the L.S. Jones & Co.'s sawmill at 
Cottage Grove. 


Mesdames Rambo and Moore, of Oregon City, 
sisters of Mrs. Z.C. Wood, who attended the funeral 
of the late Z.C. Wood last Saturday (April 26, 1913}, 
returned to their home Sunday. 


Part II 


Biographical sketches of the three men, as 
named in the Marlantes paper, who with the sup- 
port of Temple Lodge No. 7, Astoria, filled 
Seaside lodge offices (except Worshipful Master) 
prior to the 1903, petition for the Evergreen 
Lodge charter. 


201. H.C. Anderson, senior warden. 
202. E.W. Leppla. 
203. A.H. Wilson. 


201. Hans C. Anderson. (See I-103.) 


202. Emil W. Leppla [I] was born in 1878 in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany. He came to America as a 
young man and resided first in Minnesota and North 
Dakota. 

He came to Seaside in 1906 and by 1908 had 
opened his plumbing shop a few doors west of the 
bridge on the south side of Bridge Street (present 
Broadway). His early Seaside home was at 728 
Fifth Avenue. 

Leppla married Margaret Ross of St. Paul, Minn., 
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on June 15, 1908, in Portland, Ore. She was the 
daughter of a native of Scotland, William Ross 
(1854-1926), who came to Seaside in about 1912, 
probably from St. Paul. William Ross died of a 
stroke in Seaside on December 25, 1926. 


Emil and Margaret apparently had only two chil- 
dren, a boy and a girl. Emil W. Leppla [II], the 
eldest, was born circa 1909, probably in Seaside. 
The Seaside Signal of October 19, 1911, mentions 
Robert at age two, having just recovered from 
injuries sustained when he was struck in the 
abdomen by a horse. His sister, whose name is not 
at hand, married Fred Jensen, and as of 1939 was 
residing in Bend, Ore. 


The privately published booklet, A History of 
Seaside, Oregon's Water and Sewer Systems, by 
Benny T. Davis (1984), contains evidence that the 
City of (East) Seaside contracted E.W. Leppla to 
install some of the first sewer mains in its down- 
town business core then centered at Main and 
Bridge Street (now Holladay Drive and Broadway, 
respectively). 

In 1910, for instance, Leppla built a sewer main 
in Main Street (called Seventh Street from 1914- 
1935, then renamed Holladay Drive), from 
Wahanna Street to Grand Avenue, for a cost to the 
city of $147. 

It was probably Leppla who in 1911 installed 
sewer mains of six-inch clay pipe in the alley 
between Duane and Exchange streets (present First 
and Second Avenue) and in the alley between Court 
Street (Ocean Way) and Duane Street. The mains 
discharged at various places directly into the lower 
Necanicum River, all in tidewater and in those days 
considered acceptable and adequate “since they 
were flushed regularly by the tide.” 

Leppla probably did considerable other work for 
the city prior to and after the great 1912 core fire. 


Emil Leppla's brother Robert Leppla (1882- 
1964), also a native of Kaiserslautern, assisted Emil 
install plumbing in many of the houses constructed 
in Seaside during the early days. 

Robert came to Seaside in 1908, worked first at 
the Seaside House, then attended the pumping plant 
at the foot of Ocean Way; he then was engineer at 
Oates’ Baths natatorium for 30 years during summer 
months. His wife's name was Ruth. The family 
resided at 125 11th Avenue (as late as the 1952 
directory), and had four children: David, Elizabeth, 
Nancy and Patty. Robert died in Amboy, Wash, at 
age 82, on January 30, 1964. 

Emil and Robert's brother Reinhardt H. Leppla, 
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was managing the Bungalow Theater, and rooming 
at 320 Broadway (per the 1915 Polk Directory). He 
does not appear in directories after 1915, as he had 
moved away (to Astoria?). 


Henry L. Hanson, husband of Seaside historian 
Inez (Stafford) Hanson, apprenticed with Emil 
Leppla, Sr., from the spring of 1927, when Hanson 
quit Benson Polytechnic of Portland. Hanson had 
come to Seaside in 1925. 

During the Great Depression when Emil Lepla 
[II] had to quit college, he returned to Seaside where 
his father put him to work. Hanson was subsequent- 
ly laid off. Hence, the junior Leppla learned the 
plumbing trade and ended up making it his carreer. 


Emil [I], a charter member of Evergreen Lodge, 
A.F & A.M., remained active in the plumbing busi- 
ness until November 1938, when his final illness 
forced him to retire. His son, Emil [II], had by then 
taken over management of the business. 

Emil W. Leppla [I] died on March 6, 1939, in a 
Portland hospital, age 61, after an illness of several 
months. He had resided continuously in Seaside for 
33 years. After memorial services in Seaside, the 
remains were taken to Portland for cremation. 

Survivors included his wife, Margaret; a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Fred Jensen of Bend; one son, Emil Leppla 
[II] of Seaside; three brothers, Robert Leppla of 
Seaside, Reinhardt eppla of Astoria, and Eugene 
Leppla of Germany, and two sisters, Emma Harlos 
and Justine Heymann, both of whom also resided in 
Germany. 

Margaret (Ross) Leppla had two brothers, David 
and James Ross, both of St. Paul. She operated the 
plumbing fixtures division of her husband's shop, 
Leppla Plumbing, 441 Broadway West. 

The writer does not know if William Ross was 
related to James T. Ross, who for many years 
owned and operated a restaurant on East Broadway, 
but assumes he was not. 

Your writer is quite certain, however, that the 
Victor Ross (1871-1933) of early Seaside Finntown 
was not related, as his original name in Finland was 
Rosblom. 

The 1952 directory shows Leppla Plumbing still 
in operation at 441 Broadway. 

Emil W. Leppla [II], who was managing the shop 
by 1936, possibly earlier, was still there in 1952 and 
was residing at 443 N. Holladay Drive. 


203. Allen H. Wilson. (See I-109.) 
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Part III 


Biographical sketches of the five “newcomers” of 
Seaside, circa 1907-08, as named in the 
Marlantes paper: 


301. JE. Dillian. 
302. Ted Hoffman. 
303. F.H. Moore. 
304. W. Penegor. 
305. T.W. Tebb. 


301. J. E. Dillian. (See I-105.) 


302. Theodore C. G. “Ted” Hoffman appears in 
the 1908 Polk Directory of Seaside as a foreman at 
H.G. Klopp sash & door factory located in the 
Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
(SL&M) complex at Avenue G. 

Hoffman does not appear in any directory other 
than that of 1915. 

An exhaustive search of the writer's records 
revealed no other data on Ted Hoffman. He appar- 
ently owned no real estate in Seaside, and may have 
moved away when SL&M went bankrupt in 1910. 


303. Fred Henry Moore was born on October 
12, 1866, in Battle Creek, Mich. As a young man he 
moved with his family to a homestead at Britton, S. 
Dak. He later returned to Battle Creek to work for 
the Advance Thresher Company until moving to 
Astoria in 1892. 

He married Anna Merdian, daughter of George 
Merdian (1847-1939), on May 11, 1896, probably in 
Astoria. They had no children. 

Moore worked in an Astoria lumber mill for sev- 
eral years, then opened a grocery market there in 
partnership with Patrick “Pat” Lawler (1862-1913). 

By 1902, Lawler, apparently in his own interest 
(without Moore), was proprietor of the P. Lawler & 
Co., in Seaside, selling groceries, dry goods, hard- 
ware, notions, stationery, hay, grain and feed. 

In 1903 (some records say 1901), the partners, 
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known as Lawler & Moore, Inc., purchased Seaside 
property located at the southwest comer of Main 
and Bridge Street (present Broadway and Holladay). 
In May 1905, they commenced erecting on the 
property a two-story building, 75 x 68 feet, at a cost 
of $6,000. 

Two structures already on the site, the Fred 
Dresser & Co. building (probably the former J. H. 
Johannsen Store and Post Office building described 
earlier in this paper at I-106) and the Portland 
Barber Shop, were to be moved south in the block. 

Dresser's store, F. Dresser Mercantile (the later 
Cheney-Dresser Co.), ended up occupying the 
major portion of the Lawler-Moore Building. Also 
located in the building, in its southeast comer, were 
the (first) Bank of Seaside, the Dime Theater, and 
the Horse Shoe Cafe. 

The Horse Shoe Saloon was located next-door to 
the Horse Shoe Cafe, but in an adjacent smaller 
wooden buildings to the south which may have been 
one or other of the two structures moved in May 
1905 to make way for the Lawler-Moore Building. 
The saloon is easily spotted in early photos of Main 
Street because of the large inverted horseshoe sign 
hanging in front. 

Although horseshoe is normally written as one 
word, close examination (computer scanner magni- 
fication) of photos show the name painted as two 
words on the sign hanging in front of the cafe. It is 
assumed by the wrier that the name of the saloon 
next-door was similarly written as two words. 

Horseshoes hung for good luck symbols have the 
open end up, lest the good luck spill out. Photos of 
the pre-fire Horse Shoe Saloon show a very large 
sign in the shape of an upside down horseshoe 
hanging near the front entrance on Main Street 
(known as Seventh Street after 1914 and Holladay 
Drive after about 1934). 


The little one story saloon building had a flat 
roof. Its size in comparison to the two-story Lawler- 
Moore Building on its north, was by comparison 
similar to a tick on an elephant. An alleyway sepa- 
rated the two structures. A large tree, probably an 
old beach pine, three times the height of the saloon, 
grew in front just inside the board sidewalk. South 
of the saloon was an open lot as far as the McGuire 
Hotel. The undeveloped lot formed a fire gap that 
may have saved the hotel. The great fire of 1912 is 
said to have left only a trail of ashes as far south as 
the hotel. 


The writer has heard more than one old-timer 
mention a Dill Pickle Saloon, and was told by one 
that it was in the same general area as the Horse 
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Shoe Saloon. It appears likely that the Horse Shoe 
Saloon changed its name to the Dill Pickle Saloon 
some time prior to the 1912 core fire. 

The Seaside Signal of May 30, 1912, page 1, con- 
tains an item stating that “the Dill Pickle saloon, 
owned by Hart & Shipman . . . was speedily put in 
condition to resume business after the fire.” The 
1913 Polk directory lists “Hart, Thomas H (Russell 
A), saloon,” but has no entry on Shipman or the Dill 
Pickle. The 1915 directory lists “Hart, Frank 
(Helen), saloon, 114 7th S, res 8th S.” The saloon 
address given, interpreted as 114 Seventh Street 
South, fits the location of the old Horse Shoe 
Saloon. 

The late David H. “Dave” Hendrickson, who was 
born in Seaside Finntown on January 18, 1904, said 
his father Eric Hendrickson (1868-1952) used to 
play fiddle in the Dill Pickle. Dave, who died on 
January 28, 1992, age 88, recalled being sent to the 
Dill Pickle to fetch a pail of beer home for his hard 
working father, a wood splitter for a donkey (log 
yarder). 

David W. “Dave” Niemi, born July 19, 1902, 
who also grew up in Seaside Finntown, remembered 
the Dill Pickle, too. 


The first Lawler & Moore Building, completed in 
1905, burned to the ground in the great Seaside fire 
of the night of May 13/14, 1912. 


In mid-October 1912, the Lawler & Moore firm 
announced their intention to have a new building 
constructed on the site of the one that burned. A 
contract for its construction was awarded to J.L. 
Burgess. The building was to be two stories of rein- 
forced concrete, 114 by 100 feet. The upper floor 
would be fitted for a rooming house (Kerr Hotel) 
with 53 rooms and more. When completed and 
ready for occupancy the following spring, its 
appearance was quite similar to the first building 
that had burned, except that the new Lawler-Moore 
was made of concrete, and the front, northeast cor- 
ner was rounded. 


Patrick Lawler, a native of Kings County, Ireland, 
died suddenly of appendicitis on February 28, 1913, 
in an Astoria hospital after an unsuccessful attempt 
to save his life by surgery. He was only in his 51st 
year of life. His death occurred before construction 
of the new Lawler-Moore Building was completed. 

Lawler's widow, Martha “Mattie” (O'Neil) 
Lawler, worked with Fred Moore and saw the new 
Lawler-Moore Building through to completion. 

Mattie was a sister to Genevieve “Jennie” 
(O'Neil) Spear, wife of Robert Anthony Spear, Sr. 
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(1868-1927), an early Seaside teamster. 


The widow Mattie Lawler married Edward J. 
Ford on February 10, 1915, in the Seaside Catholic 
Church. Their home in 1915 was at 344 12th Ave., 
however by 1917 their address was 348 12th, per- 
haps the same house with a different number. 

Ed Ford later owned the Associated Oil gas sta- 
tion at Ocean Way and Holladay Drive. The big 
barn-type Gragg Livery Stable, converted to the 
Ford agency by W.R. “Bill” Jenkinson, originally 
occupied Ford's gas station property. Bill Spear ran 
the gas station for a time, however Ford retained 
ownership. 

Ford worked his way up from passenger engineer 
to engineer on the SP&S Railway (Spokane, 
Portland & Seattle); his photo appears in “This is 
Railroading,” by Abdill, Superior Publishing. 


The new Lawler-Moore Building completed in 
1913 came to be known as the Ford-Moore Building 
after Mattie Lawler's marriage to Ed Ford. 


Among first tenants of the new Lawler-Moore 
(Ford-Moore] Building, was Callahan's Saloon. BJ. 
Callahan took up occupancy in the prime northeast 
comer in early May, 1913. The Cheney-Dresser Co., 
who had reserved the site had gone bankrupt while 
the building was still under construction. Callahan, 
on June 6, 1913, ned the new Critic Theater 
next-door, west of his,saloon. 

Another first tenant was Alfred R. Wascher, who 
reopened a grocery on its earlier site. Known as the 
A.R. Wascher & Co., it was next-door to the west of 
the Critic Theatre. 

Richard A. “Dick” Brown and his brother George 
“Mitt” Brown, locally known as the Brown Bros., 
had in the meanwhile opened their Arcade Bar and 
Retail Liquor store next-door to the west of 
Wascher. 

Photos, courtesy of druggist Hugh Kerwin, Jr., of 
both Lawler-Moore buildings appear in the book, 
O-O-Old Seaside, Volume 1 — The Callahans, by 
Jack M. Fosmark. Copies of the extremely limited 
edition book were presented to the Seaside and 
Astoria libraries and museums in 1993. 


Moore's business interests in the south county 
had probably resulted in his taking up permanent 
residence in Seaside by 1906; he is first listed as a 
resident in the 1908 directory. He had been elected 
county commissioner in 1906 and was still holding 
that position as late as 1913. 

Another of Moore's accomplishments was being 
foreman for the construction of the city's water 
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reservoir at Peterson Point (a.k.a. Pedersen's Point). 

In partnership with A.J. Gragg and George H. 
Smith, Moore had built the Seaside Garage in 1914. 
The building, of corrugated steel, was 50-by-90 feet 
and was completed for occupancy on June 15, 1914. 

The 1915 Polk Directory, first to list addresses, 
shows Fred H. and Anna Moore residing at 790 
First Avenue East. Fred was at that time manager of 
the Seaside Garage Co. - 

The Seaside Garage was sold to F. Howard 
Laighton and Daniel J. “Dan” Callahan in 
September 1925. Laighton-Callahan Motor Co., as 
it was then named, became the new dealer in 
Whippet and Willys-Knight automobiles. It also 
sold and serviced Hudson-Essex and Buicks. 

By about 1925, Moore was vice president of the 
First State Bank of Seaside, and also was treasurer 
for the Board of Water Commissioners. He served 
on the water commission for several years. 

By 1931 or perhaps earlier he was manager of the 
Seaside interests of Prouty Lumber & Box Co. He 
maintained an office downtown for this purpose, 
and by then made his home at 422 North 
Promenade, at the comer of Fifth Avenue. 

He served on the city council from about 1935 to 
1941. 

Moore, known as Fred or F.H. Moore, spent sev- 
eral of the last years of his life living with his sister 
on North Holladay. He died in a Seaside nursing 
home at age 88 on March 20, 1955. His obituary 
stated that he had been a Seaside resident for more 
than half a century. 

Moore was one of the first officers to function in 
the Seaside Evergreen Masonic Lodge dedicated 
July 10, 1909. 

His wife Anna passed away in 1950, about five 
years before Fred. 


304. W. Penegor. (See I-108.) 


305. T.W. Tebb. No data. 

The Marlantes paper identifies Tebb as perform- 
ing the function of “First FC” and being one of 
“four newcomers* in the Seaside contingent of 
Masonic Lodge members of about 1908. 

Tebb apparently did not stay in town long, as no 
written records of his residence appear in the usual 
places. 

A search of Polk Directories from 1890 through 
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1920 was negative, as was a search of all other 
indexes and files in this writer's library. 
No biographical data was found. 


Part IV 


The three members, as named in the Marlantes 
paper, who petitioned for degrees on May 21, 
1908, soon after the Seaside group began holding 
meetings in the hall of P. Lawler & Co.: 


401. M.H. Hannan. [Sic MJ. Hanon intended.] 
402. Louis Knoblock. 
403. FH. Laighton. 


401. Michael J. “Mike” Hanon (1859-1939) 
came to Seaside in 1903. 

He is perhaps best remembered as co-owner with 
his son Reed H. klanon and son-in-law Roy E. 
Smith of the Hanon-Smith Garage, at 201 Seventh 
Street North and established by the Hanon-Smith 
Company on March 25, 1920 (took possession April 
1, 1920). The Hanon residence at the time was at 
413 Seventh Street North. The company failed dur- 
ing the Great Depression. 

The garage, from which Hanon-Smith at first sold 
Chandler and Cleveland automobiles (reportedly 
also Overland and Starr autos), was located on the 
first floor of the two-story Evergreen Masonic 
Temple building (in earlier days called the Knights 
of Pythias Building) at the northeast corner of 
Second Avenue and North Holladay Drive, 207 
Seventh Street North. Before Hanon-Smith came on 
the scene in 1920, the site had for several years been 
occupied by the Williams Bros. Garage, who in 
1920 moved to a large new building then being 
erected on the west side of Seventh Street (114 7th 
St. North). 

Prior to 1914, Hanon was a partner in the fuel 
business, Nichols & Hanon, which was sold in 1914 
to E.T. Stafford. 

As of January 1918, Hanon was logging in the 
Timber area for the Prouty Lumber & Box Co. He 
quit the garage business during the Great 
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Depression. 

Hanon's wife, whom he married in the state of 
Pennsylvania, was Mrs. Ella Hall (1852-1934), her 
second marriage. Her maiden name is not at hand. 


The Hanon children were: 

* Reed R. Hanon, born in Oil City, PA, in about 
1897. He married Mabel A. Poole, daughter of 
Edwin D. Poole, owner of Poole's Bowling Alley 
and Poole's Kandy Kitchen on East Broadway, 
Seaside, established in 1897 (present Philips Candy 
Kitchen, 217 Broadway). The couple had two chil- 
dren, Donald and Gene Hanon. Mabel, who was a 
1910 graduate of Seaside School, was born in about 
1896, probably in Seaside. 

¢ Ruby Grace Hanon, born July 3, 1891, also in 
Oil City, PA. She married Roy E. Smith. The couple 
had two children: Ervin L. Smith, born September 


29, 1913, in Tacoma, Wash., and Lola Mae Smith, - 


who was born in Seaside and married Kenneth 
Norris. Ruby (Hanon) Smith died in Seaside in 1974 
and was cremated in Portland. The last remains of 
both Roy and Ruby are in the Tigard cemetery, 
where also Roy's parents may be buried. 

¢ (Adopted) Edna Fuller, who married Adolph 
Hardesty. 

M.J. Hanon first appears in the 1906 Polk 
Directory of Seaside as a lumber grader (at the 
Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Co.). 

The following entries, as quoted from various 
directories, best describe the occupations and places 
of residence of M.J. Hanon and close relatives: 


* 1906 Polk: 
Hanon Michael, lbr grader. 
e Ik: 
Hanon Michael J, foreman Seaside Lbr & Mnfg 
Co. 
Hanon Michael J, pres Board of Education. 
(No Hanon entries.) 
¢ 1913 Polk: 
Hanon Michael J (Ella) (Nichols & Hanon). 
Hanon Reed H, clerk James Y Lewis. 
Lewis James Y (Caroline D), drugs and city 
health officer. 
Nichols George M (Maud) (Nichols & Hanon). 
Nichols & Hanon (G M Nichols, M J Hanon), 
wood and coal. 


On February 12, 1914, E.T. Stafford purchased an 
interest in the Nichols & Hanon fuel (firewood and 
coal) company (Seaside Signal, February 12, 1914, 
page 1). One month earlier, on January 12, Prouty 
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Lumber & Box Company had opened up on the 
west bank of the Wahanna River at 10th Avenue. 
Among the first logs processed were those left in a 
pond at the bankrupt SL&M mill, a short distance 
upstream from Hermosa Park Bridge (Avenue G 
Bridge). The huge old-growth logs were towed by 
motorboat down the Necanicum, then with the help 
of an incoming tide, back up the Wahanna to the 
Prouty mill. 

Stafford, immediately after joining the company, 
contracted to handle all the slabwood and log trim- 
mings produced by Prouty. Nichols and Hanon 
strongly protested Stafford's decision. Thus divided, 
the partnership was dissolved within hours of its 
formation, leaving Stafford sole owner of the com- 
pany which he renamed Seaside Fuel Co. 

Stafford added lumber sales to his business in 
1924, renaming the company, Stafford Lumber Co. 
He sold the business in 1943 to his daughter and 
son-in-law, Henry and Inez (Stafford) Hanson, who 
finally sold it out of the family in 1954. Hanson's 
son, David Hanson, purchased and operated the 
company from January 1981 to February 1, 1984. It 
is presently the City Lumber Company, 1011 Ninth 
Avenue. 


The 1908 directory lists MJ. Hanon as foreman 
at SL&M. In 1910 he is listed as President of the 
Board of Education. In 1913 he was co-owner with 
George M. Nicholsypf the Nichols & Hanon Fuel 
Co. (firewood and coal); his wife Ella is also includ- 
ed in the Polk entry. The 1915 Polk lists his occupa- 
tion as “teaming and pres Board of Water 
Commissioners.” 

Hanon had apparently moved to Elk Creek 
(Cannon Beach) by 1926. He is listed in the April 
1926 PT&T Telephone Directory as follows: 
“Hanon M J r Elk Creek . . . 6F 14.” 


Ervin L. “Erv” Smith of Seaside, in several tele- 
phone interviews with this writer during 1990, had 
the following to say about his maternal grandfather: 


Mike Hanon came to Oregon from Pennsylvania 
in 1903. He and my father owned the Hanon-Smith 
Garage, located under the Masonic Temple. I can 
show you the ramp [driveway] that used to go into 
the garage, it's still there [the beveled curb of the 
sidewalk on the south side of the building, on the 
north curb of Second Avenue near its intersection 
with North Holladay Drive]. He was at one time 
county commissioner; he was in charge of roads in 
south Clatsop County. He was a strong Mason. He 
was woods boss in the Hammond Lumber 
Company's camp at Cannon Beach Junction. He 
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was a horseman and owned a stable. He helped 
build Roosevelt Drive and the first ball park at 
Seaside High School using a tear-apart wagon, one 
that you could pull the bottom floorboards out of 
and dump its load. He lost the Hanon-Smith 
Garage during the Great Depression. Roy's broth- 
er, Earl Smith, had a restaurant west of the river, 

on the south side of Broadway. 


Erv Smith, former city councilman-fire commis- 
sioner and retired owner of the E.L. Smith Logging 
Company which he operated out of the Seaside area 
from 1949-1972, said his father's parents may also 
be buried in the Tigard cemetery. Because his father, 
Roy Smith, died so early in Erv's life, Erv learned 
practically nothing about his paternal grandparents. 
The tombstones under which he believes they are 
buried read as follows: 


J.D. Smith - Died 1894 Age 79, 
Hannah B. Smith - Died 1902 Age 64. 


402. Louis M. Knoblock moved to Seaside very 
near the turn of the century. His wife Mary D. 
Knoblock probably accompanied him. He first 
appears in the 1902 Polk Directory employed as a 
boom man (probably at the mill on Avenue G, then 
named Necanicum Spruce Lumber Company). 

By 1904, he was a sawyer at the mill, then named 
Seaside Spruce Lumber Co. He continued working 
there as a sawyerthrough its change of ownership in 
1906 when it took the new name Seaside Lumber & 
Manufacturing Company (SL&M). He was still a 
laborer in the mill when it went bankrupt in 1910. 

He is not listed in the 1913 Polk Directory, but 
reappears in 1915 (first Polk to list addresses) with 
wife Mary D., residing at 1004 Section Line Avenue 
in Seaside. 


Mary D. Knoblock, a practical nurse, operated a 
matemity hospital for many years. It was first locat- 
ed upstairs in a building on the north side of East 
Broadway, nearly opposite city hall, about where 
the Pacific Power office now is (in either the B.W. 
Otto grocery or J.L. Berry's second-hand furniture 
store). She later operated the “hospital” in her home 
at 1004 Section Line Avenue (between fourth and 
Fifth Avenue on the east side of the river near 
Seaside School). ' 

Mary reportedly made no claim of being a mid- 
wife (although she must have been capable), but 
assisted a physician, usually Dr. Otto C. Hagmeier, 
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deliver babies. She also cared for the mother during 
her recovery period after giving birth. 

By 1917, Louis Knoblock was employed as a 
sawyer at Prouty Lumber & Box Co., located at the 
east foot of 11th Avenue on the west bank of the 
Wahanna River. It is likely that he hired on with that 
mill when it first opened in 1914. He was still work- 
ing as a sawyer as late as 1931, although probably 
not at the Prouty mill. 

Although the date of death of Louis M. Knoblock 
is not at hand, the 1934 Polk Directory was the first 
to list his wife Mary as a widow. She had by then 
moved to 913 Sth Avenue. She died at age 86, 
sometime in May 1967 while residing in the 
Masonic Home in Forest Grove. Her tombstone in 
Ocean View Cemetery reads: Mary D. Knoblock, 
1880-1967. Her maiden name is not known, as is 
the case with so many other women of the older 
generations. 

A tombstone in Lot 001 Block 01 of Clatsop 
Plains Pioneer Cemetery marks the grave of Earle 
Knoblock, an infant that lived just one day, having 
been born August 8 and died August 9, 1903. This 
may be a child of Louis M. and Mary D. Knoblock. 
No record of other Knoblock children was found. 

The following entries, except those indicated oth- 
erwise, were transcribed from the Polk Directory of 
Seaside: ; 


1902 - Knoblock Los, boom man. 

1904 - Knoblock Louis, Sawyer, Seaside Spruce 
Lbr Co. 

1906 - Knoblock Louis M, lab, Seaside Spruce Lbr. 


Co. 

1908 - Knoblock L M, sawyer, Seaside Lumber & 
Mnfg Co. 

1910 - Knoblock L, Lab, Seaside Lum & Mnfg Co. 

1910 PT&T - [No entry.] 

1913 - [No entry.] 

1915 - Knoblock Louis M (Mary), res 1004 Section 
Line av. 

1917 - Knoblock Louis M (Mary), sawyer, Prouty 
Lbr & Box Co, res 1004 Section Line av. 

1920 - Knoblock Louis M (Mary D), sawyer, 
Prouty Lbr & Box Co, h 1004 Section Line av. 

1922 - [Directory missing from author's collection.] 

1923 March PT&T - Knoblock L M r 1004 Section 
Line Ave...... 281. 

1925 - Knoblock Louis M (Mary D) sawyer h 1004 
4th av (Error; should read Section Line av]. 


1926 April PT&T - Knoblock L M r 1004 Section 
Line Ave...... 281. 


1931 - Knoblock Louis M (Mary D) sawyer h 1004 
Section Line av E 
1934 - Knoblock Mary D (wid Louis M) h 913 Sth 
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avE. 


1936 - [No Knoblock entry.] 


403. Frank Howard Laighton [II], (1879-1947) 
known in his adult life as Howard, was born in 
Flavel, Clatsop Co., Ore., on April 20, 1879, third of 
the five children of Frank Howard Laighton [I] 
(1836-1901) and Sarah Elizabeth Kinney (1845- 
1924). 

At age 7 in 1886, Laighton and three brothers, 
Albert L. (born 1874, Yamhill County), William J. 
(born 1877, Astoria), and Lee B. Laighton (born 
1882, Astoria), moved with their parents from 
Astoria to Seaside, locating first on a ranch at 
Wahanna Station. Another brother, Hugh L. 
Laighton was born on the ranch on December 6, 
1887, and died on June 16, 1888, barely six months 
old. 

The family farmed an area which included land 
on both sides of the Wahanna River (later renamed 
Neawanna Creek). The subject of this sketch told of 
using salmon [from the Wahanna] for fertilizer, 
placing them head to tail in the furrows while plow- 
ing. 

The senior Laighton died on May 16, 1901, in 
Astoria, age 65. He was bor on April 14, 1836, in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and had crossed the 
Great Plains and arrived in Oregon in 1852. He was 
buried in Clatsop Plains Pioneer Cemetery, where 
eventually his wife and three of their sons (Albert, 
Frank and William) also were buried. 

Soon after the father died, the widow Sarah 
moved downtown (into the city limits) to a house on 
McGuire Street, later designated 748 Avenue A. Her 
house was located behind Seaside City Hall. It sur- 
vived the great fire of 1912, whereas the city hall 
burmed to the ground (rebuilt on the site in 1914). 
She was living there on January 9, 1922, when 
interviewed by Fred Lockley. The interview, pre- 
served in Volume III of Lockley's work, Columbia 
River Valley, provides the most reliable early history 
of the Laighton family available to us today. 

Sarah Elizabeth (Kinney) Laighton died on 
December 15, 1924, at age 79. She was born on 
August 20, 1845, in Muscatine, Iowa, the daughter 
of Samuel and Maria Ann (Porter) Kinney. 

Although available records do no so state, we 
assume the five Laighton boys attended the first 
Seaside area elementary school founded in 1872 on 
the Elizabeth Lattie claim in what is now south 
Seaside. The younger ones probably later attended 
Seaside School, built in 1900 between Third and 
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Fourth Avenue about two hundred feet east of North 
Main Street (present Holladay Drive). 

Having taken advantage of such education as was 
available in Seaside, Laighton . . . “continued his 
studies at Astoria High School, then pursued a com- 
mercial course in the Portland Business College,” 
(quoting Lockley). He worked as assistant book- 
keeper at the Clatsop Mill Co., in Astoria, until 
moving to Seaside in 1902 where he was employed 
as bookkeeper at the mill (Seaside Spruce Lumber 
Company, later renamed Seaside Lumber & 
Manufacturing Co.), and was still holding that posi- 
tion when the SL&M company went bankrupt in 
November 1910. 


On September 15, 1903, Laighton was married to 
Nellie Stanley (1875-1946), daughter of Samuel K. 
Stanley (1833-1900) for whom Stanley Lake of 
northeast Seaside is named. 

Laighton and his wife eventually built their life- 
time home at 810 Ocean Way in Seaside. The cou- 
ple had no children. 


Laighton served on the Seaside City Council for 
about six years. He was President of the council for 
18 months, 1908-1910. While holding that office, he 
was on November 11, 1910, appointed acting 
Mayor of Seaside to replace Walter S. Henninger 
who had abruptly resigned. Laighton continued as 
mayor until Decemger 1912, when he was replaced 
by Alexandre Gilbert [J]. 

On November 28, 1910, during the prolonged 
bankruptcy proceedings of the SL&M Co., Judge 
James A. Eakin of the circuit court appointed Mayor 
Laighton receiver of the mill company. 

By 1911, in association with B.F. Stevens, 
Laighton had established the Seaside Real Estate 
Company. His business partners changed over the 
years, and he eventually also began selling insur- 
ance (fire, life and automobile). Newspaper clip- 
pings in this researcher's files show Laighton was in 
1932 affiliated with H.E. Jaggar in the insurance 
firm of Laighton & Jaggar. By the 1940s, or perhaps 
earlier, he was partners with John Cannon in the real 
estate and insurance business, with whom in 1941 
he took a five-year lease on the old Oates’ Saltwater 
Baths natatorium building at the Turnaround. 

In September of 1925, Laighton and Daniel 
James “Dan” Callahan (1895-1960), son of Seaside 
theater mogul B.J. Callahan, established an auto 
dealership in the former Seaside Garage building 
(38 North Seventh Street, later redesignated 36 
North Seventh Street), handling sales and service of 
Hudson-Essex autos. They named the business 
Laighton-Callahan Motor Company, Inc. It was 
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located on part of what is now (since the new 
Safeway opened on September 25, 1991) called the 
old Safeway site (34 N. Holladay). 


In about 1928, at the invitation of the Union Oil 
Company, Laighton and Callahan took over man- 
agement of the Union gas station located on the 
northeast corner of First Avenue and North 
Holladay Drive. They named this: second business 
L&C Service Station, and were still managing it 
when the Great Depression struck. Since they were 
busy with their first business, they hired someone to 
pump gas. 

In February 1929, the Laighton-Callahan firm 
took the dealership for Whippet and Willys-Knight 
cars, and also sold Hudson-Essex and Buicks. The 
company advertised regularly in the Seaside 
Signal. The ad always read, “We Treat You White.” 

On Sept. 10, 1931, Dan Callahan bought out 
Laighton's interest in the Laighton-Callahan Motor 
Company. 


On August 10, 1933, Laighton resumed postmas- 
ter duties. He continued that responsibility until his 
death nearly 16 years later. 


Laighton's obituary erroneously says he was first 
appointed Seaside Postmaster by President Wilson 
in 1913. Official U.S Post Office records provided 
upon request to Seaside Historian Inez (Stafford) 
Hanson by the National Archives do not bear that 
out. 

According to those records, Laighton did serve as 
postmaster for more than 22 years, but was first 
appointed on January 14, 1916, and received his 
commission on Saturday, March 2, 1916. George E. 
Shaver was appointed assistant postmaster. Laighton 
replaced Edwin S. Abbott, who had held the post- 
master office since July 10, 1907. Laighton was in 
turn replaced by Erle N. Hurd on December 9, 
1924, but was reappointed postmaster on August 10, 
1933, and held the office for nearly 14 years until 
his death. Rowland M. “Gabe” Berry was appointed 
to the office on June 1, 1947. (Gabe is a brother to 
your researcher's friend and Seaside history buff 
Harold L. “Hal” Berry; both are sons of early 
Seaside Recorder and Police Judge J.L. Berry.) 


F. Howard Laighton [II], after several months of 
illness, died on March 18, 1947, in Seaside, barely a 
month short of his 68th birthday. 
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Part V 


The first officers of Seaside Evergreen Lodge 
137, as mentioned in the Marlantes paper, who 
functioned in early years after the granting of the 
charter. 


501. H.C. Anderson. 

502. MF. Day. 

503. JE. Dillian. 

504. C.M. Godfrey. 

505. M.F. Hannan [Sic; M.J. Hanon intended.] 
506. Sam Leback [a.k.a. Sam Lebeck.] 

507. FH. Moore 

508. W.S. Pyle 


501. Hans C. Anderson. (See I-103.) 


502. Maitland F. Day probably moved to 
Seaside in late 1906. He was one of the 1906 
owner-incorporators of Seaside Lumber & 
Manufacturing Co. - 

The 1908 Polk Directory lists his occupation as 
*filer” at SL&M. 

(The 1908 directory also lists a “William Day, 
Engineer,” and “W.P. Day, laborer H.G. Klopp.” 
The relationship, if any, of these two men to MLF. 
Day is not known.) 

The 1910 Polk Directory lists M.F. Day as vice 
president of the SL&M Company. 

(According to the 1908 Polk, Allan H. Wilson 
held the office of “vice president and superinten- 
dent.” Wilson was replaced in that office by M.F. 
Day in about 1909-1910, at which time Wilson 
apparently moved away. For a bio-sketch of Wilson 
see I-109.) 

M.F. Day's wife was Althea (Wilson) Day, a 
daughter to Lyman W. and Mary Wilson. Althea 
was a sister to SL&M president W.S. Henninger's 
wife, Lona V. (Wilson) Henninger. Allan H. Wilson, 
one of the SL&M officials and mayor of West 
Seaside, may have been a brother to these two 
women. 

The Seaside Signal of January 23, 1909, p. 4, ina 
column devoted to the Ladies Aid of the Seaside 
Methodist Church, under “New Members,”stated 
that Mrs. Day “gave in her name, and several [mem- 
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bers] promised to ‘think about it.’ ” 

Installed in the Day's residence was one of the 82 
telephones listed as operational in the 1910 Seaside 
directory. Its number was “Black 141.” 

Pursuant to the SL&M bankruptcy, the Days on 
February 4, 1911, moved permanently from Seaside 
to a walnut farm near Woodburn. 


503. Joseph E. Dillian. (See I-105.) 


504. Clarence Milo “Clare” Godfrey (1881- 
1952), a partner in the Godfrey Bros. Hardware 
store of Seaside, probably came to Seaside with his 
parents in late 1907. 

Clare was born on January 14, 1881, in Arkansas 
City, Kansas, the son of Oscar Fitzland “Ba” 
Godfrey (1850-1920) and Belle Persis (Williams) 
Godfrey (1856-1925). The parents, both American- 
born, were of Norwegian and Welsh descent, 
respectively. 

Prior to the turn of the century, Clare resided with 
his parents in Roseburg, Ore., where his father 
owned the Douglas County Bank. In 1901, when 
Clare was 19, his father sold the bank and moved 
the family to Portland where he leased and operated 
a grocery for the next seven years. 

Clare did not enjoy working in his father's gro- 
cery so took a job at the Hazelwood Creamery and 
Ice Cream Parlor. 

He married Adele Martha “Dell” Lewton on 
November 2, 1902, in Portland, Ore. She had been 
an employee of Meier & Frank department store in 
Portland. Dell was born on September 17, 1877, in 
Orange City, Fla., and died on February 5, 1959, in 
Portland. 

The Seaside Signal of September 12, 1912, p.1, 
states that Mrs. C.M. Godfrey, “a graduate 
Kindergarten teacher,” would open a school at her 
residence on September 30. 

The couple, who later divorced, had one child, a 
daughter Greta M. Godfrey, born on February 6, 
1907, in Portland. Greta married Kenneth Loucks 
on October 28, 1933, in Portland. She died on 
October 21, 1985, in Milwaukie, Ore. 

Clare was director of the choir at the Methodist 
Church of Seaside, and a voice teacher. He was also 
engaged to sing in the new Methodist Church of 
Astoria that opened in the fall of 1916. 

Clare operated a jewelry section in the family- 
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owned hardware and sporting goods store in 
Seaside, and also helped his brothers Frank and Bert 
handle the store. 

Godfrey Bros., the hardware store, was founded 
in May 1908, by O.F. Godfrey. It was eventually 
operated by himself and his three sons, Frank 
Sidney Godfrey (1850-1920), Clarence Milo 
“Clare” Godfrey (subject of this sketch), and Albert 
Oscar “Bert” Godfrey (1885-1957). Bert was last of 
the three brothers to join the firm, however there is 
evidence that he was part of the team as early as 
1915. 

The original Godfrey's store of 1908-1912 was 
located in the second building east of Grimes' 
Bridge (Broadway Bridge) on the north side of 
Bridge Street (Broadway). The store was totally 
consumed in the great fire of May 13/14, 1912, that 
started in the next-door Bridge Exchange Saloon. 

The new Godfrey Bros. Hardware & Sporting 
Goods store of 1912 was built soon after the fire on 
the west side of North Main Street (Holladay Drive) 
near its conjunction with Court Street (east Ocean 
Way). After 1914, Main Street was renamed 
Seventh Street; the address of the store then was 26 
North Seventh Street but was later changed to 26 
North Holladay Drive. A Seaside Safeway store was 
later located on the site, but was in more recent 
years abandoned for a new and larger Safeway store 
at 401 South Roosevelt Drive (Hwy. 101 & Avenue 
A) opened on Septergber 25, 1991. 


Godfrey Bros.’ founder and family patriarch O.F. 
Godfrey accidentally drowned in the Necanicum 
River on November 26, 1920, while helping his son 
Bert take out salmon nets during a gale; 80-mph 
winds swamped their boat. His body was never 
found. 


On January 1, 1944, after 35 years of operation, 
the final store owners, Frank and Bert Godfrey, quit 
and gave a 10-year lease on the business to William 
B. Hollenbeck. 

Hollenbeck immediately employed Robert A. 
“Bobbie” Gassner as manager. The two Godfrey 
brothers retained ownership of the property. Frank, 
who retired and moved to Portland, sold his resi- 
dence (Godfrey's Grove, including his residence and 
several cottages, 714-715 East Third Avenue) to 
Bamey Lucas in late June 1944. 

Clare had quit the firm sometime prior to his 
father's death, possibly as early as 1917. He, Dell 
and Greta first moved to Portland where they lived 
in the Lewton home (his parents-in-law). Dell took 
care of her mother and an invalid sister. 

The rare book “Fifteen Homes For Dorothy, 
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1897-1932,” written and published privately in 1993 
by Dorothy (Godfrey) Otto of Portland, states the 
following about Clare's Portland sojourn: 

“He was trying to start a musical career. He and 
Mr. Boyer sang together a great deal. Boyer taught 
music and Clare helped. They put on the first 
Messiah done by Portland singers. Clare taught 
music in one of the schools. He also taught flycast- 
ing at the Sellwood park casting pool. 

“Aunt Dell returned to Seaside during each 
summer to assist with rental of the Godfrey's Grove 
cottages. Greta was in and out of the Seaside and 
Portland schools.” 

Clare's music teaching career didn't pan out, so he 
moved to Spokane where he taught fly casting and 
continued in the jewelry repair business. It was there 
that he became interested in another woman, a 
nurse, and became estranged from Dell. 

Dell returned to her parents’ home in Portland. 
After the deaths of her mother and the invalid sister, 
Dell eventually returned to Seaside where she man- 
aged the cottages at Godfrey's Grove. She finally 
divorced Clare sometime after his mother's death 
(1925). 

Clare moved to Idaho sometime in the 1920s. He 
returned to Seaside for the funeral of his mother, 
Belle Persis (Williams) Godfrey, who died on 
August 9, 1925, and was buried in Block 041 Lot 01 
of Seaside Evergreen Cemetery. At the division of 
her estate, Clare chose to have her diamond ring. 
The other heirs agreed, so the appraised value of the 
ring was deducted from Clare's inheritance. 

He taught music in Idaho public schools, and by 
1928 or perhaps earlier was operating a hardware 
store in Boise. 

He moved to Spokane, Wash., in 1933, where he 
was in sporting goods. He had eventually married a 
second time (details not at hand) and had a daughter, 
Joy, who died in infancy. 

Clarence Milo “Clare” Godfrey passed away in 
Spokane on June 15, 1952, and was cremated there. 
Memorial services were held at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Seaside on August 2, 1952. Cemetery 
records show Lot 040 Block 03 reserved for his last 
remains, however there is no indication in your 
writer's records they were (or were not) placed. Lots 
1 through 8 in Block 040 were reserved for the 
Godfrey family, however the record shows all 
vacant except Lot 01, the grave of Belle Persis 
(Williams) Godfrey (1856-1925), wife of O.F. 
Godfrey and mother of the three Godfrey boys, 
Frank, Clare and Bert. 

Clare was survived by his daughter, Mrs. 
Kenneth Loucks and two granddaughters, Judy and 
Andrea, of Bend; also his two brothers Frank of 
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Portland, and Bert of Jewell. 
505. Michael J. “Mike” Hanon. (See [V-401.) 


506. Samuel Leander “Sam” Lebeck, a.k.a. 
Leback, was a Seaside resident as early as 1902. He 
was of Finnish descent. 

The absence of Lebeck/Leback entries in Polk 
directories of Seaside prior to 1902 probably indi- 
cate that year was very near his date of arrival in 
Seaside. 

His occupation was yard foreman in the sawmill 
(known as Seaside Spruce Lumber Company until 
late 1906, when it was renamed Seaside Lumber & 
Manufacturing Company). He was apparently pro- 
moted to the foreman position in 1904, replacing 
N.D. “Nate” Bain. Lebeck continued holding the 
position of yard foreman until the SL&M went 
bankrupt in November 1910. 

The disappearance of entries on Lebeck after 
1910 indicate he was among the many other men 
forced to seek work elsewhere when the bankrupt 
condition of the SL&M and the Bank of Seaside 
became known; sie vtec) 4, 1910, when city 
treasurer and bank.cashier Edmond N. “Ed” 
Henninger committed suicide. 

Most former mill employees, who subsequently 
moved away, lingered for only a few (winter) weeks 
while attempting to recover lost wages and/or find a 
new job 


Author's comment: Nearly half the city's pop- 
ulation, about 250 men, worked at the mill or in 
its logging railroads and remote logging camps. 
Therefore, the very welfare of the city and its 
populace depended on the welfare of the mill. 
This explains the extreme steps taken by the 
Henninger brothers when imminent failure of 
the mill and bank became apparent. The winter 
of 1910 was indeed a very dark year in the histo- 
ry of Seaside. 


The following item, from the Seaside Signal, Feb. 
18, 1911, p.8, pertains: 

A. H. Barr, Jos. Dillian and Sam Lebeck, three of 
the responsible and old-time standby employees of 
the Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing Company, 
left this week for the outside world in search of 
employment. It is sincerely to be regretted that such 
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citizens find it necessary to seek employment else- 
where, as Seaside can ill afford to lose them. 
However, the Signal wishes them the utmost suc- 
cess. 


An item in the Astoria Daily Budget of Thursday, 
February 16, 1911, p.6, pinpoints the date of 
Lebeck's departure and gives his destination: 

Leander Lebeck of Seaside who. has been yard 
foreman for the Seaside mill for several years 
departed today for Gray's Harbor on a business 
trip. He will probably remain in that district. 


Conflicting records indicate there were two men 
in the county bearing the name Leander Lebeck (or 
Leback), One in Seaside and another in Astoria. The 
one in Astoria was known only as Leander Lebeck. 
The one in Seaside was usually known as Sam, 
however some records show he was also known as 
Leander Lebeck. 


A front-page article appeared in the Seaside 
Signal of May 29, 1909, reported that Leander 
Lebeck was constructing a new bridge (forerunner 
of the present Broadway Bridge) to replace the for- 
mer Grimes Bridge. The headline of the article 
reads: 

Grimes Bridge Being Replaced — Old Shacks at 
West End Torn Down — New Bridge Under 
Construction By Leander Lebeck. Contractor 
Davis is Removing Old Shacks. 


An earlier article in the Seaside Signal of May 8, 
1909, pl, states that Commissioner Moore had 
given authorization to have Grimes Bridge 
straightened. Obviously Lebeck accomplished the 
task, as an 1896 photo in the author's collection 
shows the original bridge angling to the northwest 
and eventually meeting what is now Ocean Way on 
the west side of the river. 

The following excerpt comes from the “History 
of Seaside, Oregon's Water & Sewer Systems,” by 
Benny T. Davis (1984), the back half of which was 
typeset, edited and printed by yours truly: 

Since the Beerman Creek system was “inade- 
quate” as it was and improvements to that system 
would not have been the practical thing to do, 
Seaside decided to go for the Necanicum source. 

This would entail the construction of about nine 
and one-half miles of 16-inch, eight gauge steel 
pipe and the building of a seven foot concrete dam 
and intake structure at an elevation of 245 feet. The 
reservoir formed behind this dam would hold 
500,000 gallons. Also a reservoir at Peterson 
Point, near the “red bridge,” would be built with a 
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9,000,000 gallon capacity at an elevation of 130 
feet. Not exactly what you would call a “small 
potato” operation! 

Seaside went ahead and sold $180,000 in bonds 
to do this project and around September of 1924 
work was started. The steel pipe for the transmis- 
sion main cost $89,994.50 and Leander Lebeck of 
Astoria, Oregon, was contracted to lay it for a bid 
of $42,689.17. 


At least two other persons named Lebeck were 
residing in the county during the 20th century. 

Marjorie Adair married a man known only to this 
researcher as Capt. Leback. Marjorie, who as late as 
1990 resided in Astoria, is a daughter of John and 
Grace (Dawson) Adair [III]. John was the adopted 
son of Col. John Adair, Jr. (1839-1915) and Dr. 
Bethenia (Owens). 

The Seaside Signal of Thursday, June 2, 1921, 
p.1, contains the following item: 

Miss Hilfred Lebeck Leaves Saturday for a 
week's visit with friends and relatives in Portland. 


507. Frederick Henry “Fred” Moore, a.k.a. 
F.H. Moore. (See III-303.) 


\ 


* . 


508. William Stanley Pyle, called Stanley Pyle 
or W.S. Pyle, from about 1908 to 1910 was a clerk 
at the F. Dresser Mercantile Company of Seaside. 

Pyle apparently moved away from Seaside in 
1910 or soon thereafter, possibly as a result of hard 
times brought about by the failure of the bank and 
mill. 


Part VI 


Biographical sketch of one member (1919 or ear- 
lier) mentioned in the Marlantes paper: 


601. A. O. Godfrey. 
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601. Albert Oscar “Bert” Godfrey (1885-1057) 
was a brother to Clarence M. “Clare” Godfrey 
whose biographical sketch appears earlier in this 
paper (Part V-504). 

Bert was born on May 21, 1885, in Arkansas 
City, Kansas, last born of the three sons of Oscar F. 
and Belle Persis (Williams) Godfrey. 

The subject of this sketch developed deafness and 
as a result had to quit the railroad in 1914. He 
moved that year to Seaside and began working in 
Godfrey Bros. Hardware & Sporting Goods store, 
then being operated by his two brothers, Frank and 
pert and their father. (For history of the store See 
V-504.) 

Bert married Birdie Ann Hollingsworth in 
Seaside on October 10, 1914, and took up residence 
on the west side of town. The couple eventually 
moved to 714 Third Avenue in Godfrey's Grove on 
the east side. 

Birdie was born on December 3, 1881, in Colfax, 
Wash. She died on December 6, 1963, in Astoria. 

Bert and Birdie had one child, Josephine Godfrey, 
bom on August 30, 1918. Josephine married four 
times: Darcy J. Dobson, Al Irwin, Arvo Savonen 
and Waino Parhaniemi. Josephine died in Warrenton 
on March 20, 1983. 


In the limited edition family history book, 
“Fifteen Homes For Dorothy, 1897-1932,” pub- 
lished in 1993, author Dorothy (Godfrey) Otto, 
daughter of Frank S. Godfrey, wrote: 

There was a big change for my parents that 
spring [1921]. The School Board finally decided to 
construct a new building and would need the 
adjoining property clear to Main Street. They 
bought my lot and Uncle Bert's house on 714 Third 
Avenue, too. The Methodists bought the house, 
moved it around the corner and settled it on the 
river front, facing Main Street, where it is still the 
methodist parsonage. My parents had to move, and 
my father bought a house and lot on Fourth 
Avenue, with an adjoining lot and small cottage, 
which was rented. 


The book contains the following description of 
the accidental drowning of Bert's father, O.F. “Ba” 
Godfrey, on November 26, 1920: 


The weather on Thanksgiving Day had not been 
good, but it turned worse next morning. Storm 
warnings were issued for all boats. The Godfreys 
had always been fishermen, but had never used 
nets. The salmon were running well, so Bert had 
decided to try it. His net was anchored in the 
Necanicum river above 12th Avenue, opposite the 
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Union High School building. 

Fred (author's husband, Fred Otto] had already 
left for work and I was cleaning up the dishes. A 
knock at the door proved to be my grandfather. Ba 
was dressed in oilskins and hip boots. He said Bert 
was afraid the storm would tear his net loose, and he 
had gone to take it in. Ba had not had breakfast, and 
I persuaded him to eat a little oatmeal. Then he was 
on his way. Bert had just got his boat ready when Ba 
showed up. Bert didn't want his father to go with 
him, but Ba insisted. The two men crossed the river 
and started to haul in the net. An enormous wave 
roared in from the ocean, up the river, and swamped 
the boat. Both men were deaf, and it was hard to 
communicate in the storm, but they decided that 
Bert, being younger, should swim across the river for 
help, and Ba should cling to the boat. When Bert 
reached the other side, Ba was no longer in sight. 
Bert ran for help and a search began. 

The search up and down the beaches continued. A 
reward was offered. As always in such accidents, 
someone said that he had only faked a disappear- 
ance! At last, we had to accept the fact of his death. 
His oilskins and boots had filled with water, and the 
water was icy cold. He didn't have the strength of a 
young man. He was 70. His fingers slid from the 
boat, and he slipped into the churning, murky water. 
The wave that swamped the boat had moved the 
mouth of the river from the foot of the bluff that was 
the southern edge 4 Gearhart, to a point directly 
opposite the Union High School. We think his body 
was buried under tons of this shifting sand, and this 
became his grave. 


Mrs. Otto's book also mentions that Bert invested 
in various parcels of real estate in Seaside, hunted 
deer in Eastern Oregon and also kept a hunting dog. 

Bert died on December 20, 1957, in Astoria. 


Part Vil 


Biographical Sketches of citizens of Seaside who 
were eventually raised to the Master Mason 
degree in Evergreen Lodge, also their occupa- 
tions followed by the order in which they signed 
the roll upon admittance (as quoted from the 
Marlantes paper): _ 
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701. E.S. Abbott, judge; No. 18. 

702. J.W. Branstator, educator; No. 40. 

703. A. Bubikofer (A.B. Armin), metalworker; No. 
32. [Butikofer intended.] 

704. L.W. Cone, first to pay into Home Fund, $25; 
No. 83. 

705. F. Theo. Dichter, lumber; No. 74. 

706. A.O. Godfrey, hardware; No. 25. 

707. FH. Laighton, postmaster; No. 1. 

708. Clyde Mason, landlord; No. 35. 

709. Tennes Mathison, recreation hall; No. 44. Sic. 
Tennes Berg Mathisen, Sr., intended.] 

710. Thos. A. McKay, plumber; No. 24. 

711. Bruno Menzel, baker, No. 8. 

712. B.W. Otto, grocer; No. 28. 

713. Fred B. Poole, confectionairre & bowling 
lanes; No. 90. 

714. John Selnes, grocer; No. 81. 

715. M.O. Swenson, newspaper and longtime 
Lodge secretary; No. 47. 

716. H. M. Wheatley, drygoods; No. 49. 


701. Edwin Simon Abbott (1863-1943). (See I- 
101). 


702. John W. Branstator came to Seaside in 
about 1908 and was principal of Seaside Public 
School from then until about the time of World War 
I. This was the school built in 1900, located about 
200 feet east of Main Street, between Third and 
Fourth Avenue. The building was used as a gymna- 
sium after Seaside Central School was built, and 
was finally demolished on May 8, 1991. 

Branstator's wife's name was Matilda. Their resi- 
dence (as first listed in the directory of 1915) was at 
1003 Third Avenue. 


The following entries are transcribed from the 

writer's collection of directories: 

¢ 1908 Polk: 

Branstator John W, prin Seaside Public School. 

: 1910 Polk: 

Branstator John W, prin Seaside Public Sch. 

¢ 1913 Polk: 

Branstator John W (Matilda), prin Seaside Public 
School. 

Branstator John W (Matilda), prin Seaside Public 
School, res 1003 3d av. 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


1 

(No Branstator entry.] 

¢ 1917 Polk: 

(No Branstator entry.] 

: 1920 Polk: 

[No Branstator entry. Discontinued search.] 


703. Armin Butikofer changed his name to 
Alfred B. Armin, apparently in the early 1930s 
while a Seaside resident. He was the son of Robert 
and Louisa Butikofer. 

Retired Seaside fire chief Clarence Owen, 86, 
recalls asking Armin why he changed his name 
from Butikofer (pronounced beauty-koffer). 

“T'm not a beauty,” Armin replied, “so didn't think 
I needed that in my name.” 


Entries were found in directories as early as 1913 
on Armin's mother, Louisa Butikofer, widow of 
Robert Butikofer, who resided at 307 Board Walk 
South (307 South Prom). She appears in the 1931 
directory as Mrs. Louise Butikofer, still residing at 
the same address where she was then also the 
caretaker. q 

Owen said Louisa Butikofer resided in and was 
caretaker of the 307 South Prom house during the 
winter season. He thipks the property was owned by 
the Fleishnew family ef Portland. 


Seaside historian Inez (Stafford) Hanson, 90 
(born 1904), as a child knew Mrs. Butikofer and 
remembers her as being elderly then, and most lik- 
able. 

Hanson recalls that Armin grew loganberries on 
his Stanley Acres farm in northeast Seaside. The 
Hansons in earlier times also resided in Stanley 
Acres (Stanley Lake area), near Armin. 


In a recent letter to the researcher, datelined 
Albany, Ore., July 11, 1994, Hanson wrote the fol- 
lowing: 

There was a road (then overgrown) along the 
south side of our place which went clear back to 
the little stream that fed Stanley Lake, and we 
understood that Armin had built it to bring out his 
berries without having to go clear around to the 
north. 


Starting in 1920, entries appear in the Polk 
Directory of Seaside on Armin Butikofer, a poultry 
raiser residing in Stanley Acres. Beginning in 1934, 
after he changed his name, entries appear on 
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“Alfred B. Armin.” He then operated a repair shop 
at his place of residence, 763 Broadway East. 

A careful search of Seaside directories turned up 
the following pertinent entries, here transcribed as 
originally printed: 


Butikofer Louisa (wid Robert). 

¢ 1915 Polk: 

Butikofer Louisa (wid Robert), res 307 Board Walk 
S. 


: 1917 Polk: 

[No Butikofer entries.] 

: 1920 Polk: 

Butikofer Armin, poultry raiser, h Stanley Acres. 
Butikofer Louisa (wid Robert), r 307 Board Walk S. 
¢ 1922 Polk: 

[Directory missing from author's collection.] 


¢ March 1923 PT&T Telephone Directory of 


Seaside: 

[No Armin or Butikofer entries.] 

¢ 1925 Polk: 

{No Armin or Butikofer entries.] 

¢ April 1926 PT&T Telephone Dir f i 

(No Armin or Butikofer entries.] 

¢ 1931 Polk: 

Butikofer Louise Mrs caretkr r 307 S Promenade. 

[No Armin entries.] 

+ 1934 Polk: 

Armin Alfred B repair shop 763 Broadway East h 
do. 

¢ 1936 Polk: 

Armin Alfred B repair shop 763 Broadway East r 
do. 

There were no Butikofer entries in 1934 or '36. 
The abbreviation “h do” is interpreted literally as 
“home ditto,” meaning the subject Alfred B. 
Amnin's home and repair shop were both located at 
763 Broadway East. 

[End directory search.] 


It seems worth mentioning that 763 Broadway 
East was from 1913 to 1928 the address of the 
Seaside Signal. Sanborn maps of the era show the 
building divided in half, hence it could accommo- 
date two tenants. The Signal occupied one side, with 
various other businesses in the other side. 

Immediately prior to the Signal occupancy the 
(relocated) building was occupied temporarily by 
the James Peterson Company, better known as a 
meat market, but which also sold groceries and gen- 
eral merchandise. Doug Hurd, son of Signal editor 
E.N. Hurd, recalls the latter saying that when he first 
moved the small Pony press into the building, meat 
hooks still hung from the rafters and the walls were 
spattered with beef blood. 
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The structure was originally located near the 
northwest comer of Bridge and Main, and had been 
hastily erected after the 1912 fire, practically in the 
ashes of the first Lawler-Moore Building. It was one 
of several small wooden buildings thrown up imme- 
diately after the great city core fire of 1912. It was 
moved to 763 Broadway to make way for the con- 
struction of the new Lawler-Moore (Ford-Moore), a 
concrete building that still stands. 


An item in the Seaside Signal of March 16, 1944, 
page 5, reports on the celebration of the 25th birth- 
day of the Seaside American Legion post held on 
Monday evening, March 13, 1944, at the Masonic 
Hall. One paragraph of the five column-inch item 
contains reference to Armin, as follows: 

Mrs. Bert Thorp sang two vocal selections, 
“Mother Machree” and “When Irish Eyes are 
Smiling,” accompanied by Mrs. Elizabeth McKay. 
Al Armin, in an effort to instruct people as to the 
dangers as well as the beauty of the Death Trap, 
showed a number of colored Slides. 


The Years Ago column in the Signal of April 16, 
1987, cited the Signal of April 15, 1937, which said 
that Karl Ulmer of Gearhart was: 

. .. working at the repair shop of Alfred Armin at 
763 Broadway. 


Ulmer was in 19§7 busy converting old Dodge 
and Model T Ford cars into tractors, at a very small 
cost. He also built trailers. Presumably, the work 
was done in Armin's shop. 


In the Reflections column of the Seaside Signal 
issue of April 2, 1987, Rolla V. “Whit” Whitney of 
Maiden, N. Carolina, wrote: 

I am wondering if a collection of Al Armin’s 
beautiful slides have been given to the library. He 
had a wonderful collection — scenic — [taken] 
around the [Tillamook] Head and the [tidal] pools 
there, filled with all that wonderful life. 


In the Signal of May 21, 1987, in another of his 
several letters to the Reflections column, Whitney, 
formerly of Seaside, sheds further light on Al 
Armin, the person: 

I see Al Armin's name mentioned in the article 
about Ulmer's tractors, and he was the ‘official’ 
guide for trips around Tillamook Head back in the 
1930s and ‘40s. 

I imagine it may have been an easier trip than 
before the recent landslides, but it was always 
dangerous. Al was an excellent photographer and 
had beautiful slides of the Head area as well as 
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other scenery near Seaside. They went to his 
nephew Avery Adams, and I hope some of them are 
available at the library or some other place. 

Al was well known for his All Repair Shop. He 
Sharpened lawnmowers — the kind one had to 
push — did light welding and other tinker jobs. He 
also made keys, and many a motorist, who lost his 
car keys on the beach, had Al to thank for being 
able to get back to Portland. - 

In addition to taking color slides, Al also had a 
stereo camera — the type that made the stereo pic- 
tures like Grandma had — and I seem to recall he 
had pictures of old Seaside when it was mostly pine 
thickets. Maybe someone should do some detective 
work and try to locate them. . . 

I should add that Armin also took movies. All he 
asked of life was enough shop work to enable him 
to buy film and good weather on Sunday so he 
could go to various locations around Seaside and 
take pictures. 

I recall taking him to Youngs River Fails one 
Sunday — had to be there by 10 a.m., as by 10:30 
part of the falls was in the shadow. Al was an artist 
— was mindful of composing his pictures, not just 
shooting film. 


704. L.W. Cone. 
[No data found in researcher's library.] 


705. F. Theodore “Ted” Dichter, first appears in 
the 1915 Polk Directory of Seaside as a laborer 
boarding at 412 Seventh Street. 


A search of the author's directory collection 
revealed the following pertinent entries which shed 
considerable light on the Dichter family: 

e 1915 Polk: 

Dichter Theodore, laborer, bds 412 7th. 

¢ 1917 Polk: 

Dichter Theodore (Blanche), frmn Prouty Lbr & 
Box Co., res 740 10th av E. 

+ 1920 Polk: 

Dichter Theodore (Blanche), h 725 2d av E. 
2 1922 Polk: 

[Missing from researcher's collection.] 

¢ 1925 Polk: 

[No Dichter entry.] ; 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


(No Dichter entry.] 

* October 1926 PT&T Telephone Directory of 
“de- 

Dichter T r 725 2nd Ave...... 439. 

: 1931 Polk: 

Dichter F Theodore (E Blanche) h 725 2d av E. 

¢ 1934 Polk: 


Dichter F Theodore (E Blanche) h 725 2d av E. 

+ 1936 Polk: 

Dichter F Theodore (E Blanche) lbrmn h 725 2d av 
E. 

Dichter Ted millwkr r 725 2d av 

{Author's collection of Polk Directories does not 
contain the years 1936-1951.] 

« 1952 i ity Di : 

Dichter, Theo., Pr., 1406 S. Edgewood. 


: ide Tel ne D 
DICHTER CO — 
Gearhart Store 6th Grhrt..........c.c0ss0-cs000000: 217. 
Seaside Store Ave U & S Holladay Dr.......1125. 
Dichter T E Jr 2306 S Edgewd...............0000000: 237-J. 
Dichter Theo Hy 101] Grhrt .......cc.ccccccecseseeeeees 439. 
+ 1966 PNB Telephone Directory (Seaside): 
DICHTER BUILDING & SUPPLY CO. 
Avenue U & S Holladay Dr ...........2.+++- 738-6882. 


Dichter Ralph N Cottage Gearhart .....738-6652. 
Dichter T E Jr 3260 Bayview Ter ........ 738-5335. 
+ 1968 PNB Tel i ide): 


Dichter Ralph L N Gottage Gearhart..738-6652. 

Dichter T E Jr 3260 Bayview Ter........ 738-5335. 
:_ 1969 PNB Telephone Directory (Seaside): 
DICHTER BUILDING & SUPPLY CO. 

Avenue U & S Holladay Dr. .............+-+- 738-6882. 

Dichter Ralph L N Cottage Gearhart..738-6652. 

Dichter T E Jr 3260 Bayview Ter ........ 738-5335. 
{Discontinued search.] 


Abstracts of deeds show that on September 20, 
1938, Theodore Dichter purchased the Albert E. 
Butterfield property at 21 North Columbia from the 
latter's widow, Etta J. Butterfield. We assume the 
buyer was F. Theodore Dichter and not his son T. E. 
Dichter, Jr. On March 5, 1944, Theodore Dichter 
and wife sold the same property to B.W. Otto and 
wife. 

The house on the property involved is none other 
than the 1893 Butterfield Cottage which was on 
December 5, 1984, moved from 21 N. Columbia to 
Seaside Museum grounds at Fifth Avenue and 
Necanicum Drive, where it was eventually restored. 
Since its grand opening on March 8/9, 1991, the 
cottage has been part of the museum tour. 

The researcher's notes show that Dichter's wife, 
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Blanche, was a sister of Emery S. Prouty, one of the 
1914 founders of the Prouty Lumber & Box 
Company of Seaside. 


A letter dated February 24, 1992, addressed to the 
researcher from Frederick J. “Fred” Rodgers, then 
age 96, of Milwaukie, Ore., reads in part: 

I did work for Prouty Brothers a short time until 
they got another donkey. Ted Dichter was the fore - 
man, and was the best foreman I ever worked for. 


Note that Theodore Dichter was listed in the 1917 
Polk Directory as foreman at the Prouty mill. 

Rodgers reminisced of the times just after World 
War I. He was honorably discharged from the U.S. 
Army's 145th Spruce Squad on December 18, 1918, 
then took up residence in Seaside and surrounding 
area for several years. 


Three known children of F. Theodore “Ted” 
Dichter, Sr., are Theodore E. “Ted” Dichter, Jr., Jack 
Dichter, and Ralph L. Dichter. There may be others. 


Old-timers remember the senior Ted Dichter as “a 
big man who drove a big car.” 

The Dichter building supply store in Gearhart 
was at Sixth Street and Cottage, next-door to Curs' 
Market, across the street to the west of the P.O. 

Randy and Tasha (Dichter) Curs, in March 1973, 
purchased the Gearhart Market from Frank and 
Dick Maise, a father and son team who had owned 
the store since 1968. Tasha is probably a daughter of 
Ted Dichter, Jr. Curs grew up in Gearhart and as a 
high school student worked in the market. His 
mother, Lorraine (Mrs. Dan Curs), also worked 
there. During college days, Randy Curs gained fur- 
ther experience working at the 3-Boys Market in 
Seaside and a Safeway store in Eugene. He graduat- 
ed from the University of Oregon in 1971. 

The Dichter building supply store in Seaside was 
on South Roosevelt, about where Kent Price Realty 
is today (2367 S. Holladay Dr.). 


706. Albert Oscar “Bert” Godfrey (1885- 
1057). (See VI-601.) 


707. Frank Howard Laighton [II] (1879-1947) 
(See IV-403.) 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


708. Clyde Mason was in Seaside several years 
before World War I, probably having taken up resi- 
dence by 1914 or earlier. 

Clyde and his wife Nellie first appear in the 1915 
directory, at which time they were operating a real 
estate office at 421 Broadway and residing at 118 
North Seventh Street. 

The 1918 Signal item, below, indicates that he 
hired on at the Prouty Lumber & Box Company's 
mill on the Wahanna River, soon after it opened in 
1914. 

The 1917 Polk lists Clyde as millwright (at the 
Prouty mill). He and Nellie then resided at 200 
North Seventh Street. 


The Signal of May 16, 1918, contains the follow- 
ing item: 

Clyde Mason, for several years employed at the 
Prouty mill, has resigned his position and has 
entered a partnership with F. H. Moore, in the fuel 
business. The new firm will be known as the 
Seaside Fuel company. 


The 1920 directory shows that Clyde and Nellie 
were operating Seaside Fuel Company and also sell- 
ing insurance and also running a house moving 
business, all from their residence at 200 North 
Seventh Street. Their Telephone number was 274. 

Mason's wife was Nellie (Jeffery) Mason, daugh- 
ter of Robert L. agd Mary R. Jeffery, prominent 
early and long-time landholders on West Broadway. 

Nellie's sister, “Babe” (Jeffery) Anderson, lived 
next-door to the Masons. At least one record states 
the sister's name as Laura, however directory 
records indicate it was Bertha. 

Clyde Mason's father-in-law, R.L. Jeffery, had in 
1903 purchased part of the former George K. and 
Sarah A. Grimes estate. This was almost immediate- 
ly after Sarah had divorced George, whereupon she 
was awarded the subject property in the settlement. 
It was she who sold it to Jeffery; some 600 feet of 
prime West Broadway frontage. When RL. Jeffery 
died, the property went to his heirs. 

Clyde Mason purchased the share held by 
Charles C. Jeffery, who later regained an interest 
through the death of a brother (Robert?). Charles, a 
barber, operated Jeff's Barber Shop, 418 West 
Broadway, which he had built in 1925. He also pur- 
chased a Broadway parcel in 1952 when property 
was sold off (by Sarah Grimes' heirs?). 

The barbershop property was from about 1966 to 
1982 owned by John T. Carden, who renamed it 
Johnny's Barber & Beauty Shop. The premises were 
then divided almost in half, the barbershop being on 
the east. The smaller: west portion, only about 10- 
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by-30 feet, was leased to various businesses such as 
gift shops. 


The following entries were transcribed from the 
researcher's Polk Directory collection: 
+ 1920 Polk: 
MASON CLYDE (Nellie) (Seaside Fuel Co.), 
Insurance. House Moving 200 7th, h same. 
Tel 274 (See Seaside Special Adv Dept) 


[A boxed ad in same directory reads:] 
Seaside Fuel Co. — WOOD and COAL — 200 
SEVENTH ST.— Phone 274. 


¢ 1922 Polk: 

[Missing from researcher's collection, however fol- 
lowing found transcribed in his notes.] 

Mason Clyde, r 200 7th. 


2 1923 PT&T Teleph i : 
Mason Ciyde.s200 71it 5..ts. aan alti 274. 


¢ 1925 Polk: 


Mason Clyde S (Nell) fuel h 200 7th N 
Mason Gardner (Mary E) h 760 llth av E 


e April 1926 PT&T Telephone Directory of Seaside: 


MASON RIVE ZOO FUR ai cisctssceerucdrvct teckode 27-J. 

¢ October 1926 PT&T Telephone Directory of 
Seaside; 

Mason Clyde t 200 FU sits sertntecscestemcivveed 27-J. 

¢ 1931 Polk: 

Mason Clyde (Nellie) (Clyde Mason Cottages) 
(Seaside Fuel Co) h 200 7thN. 

Mason G F cbtmkr 120 7th N r do. 


Mason Geo (Lena) h 615 § Promenade. 
Mason Miladi N stdt r 200 7th N 


¢ 1934 Polk: 

Mason Clyde (Nellie) (Clyde Mason Cottages) 
(Seaside Fuel Co) h 200 7thN. 

Mason Geo F (Seaside Cabinet Works) r av A East. 


¢ 1934 Polk: 

Mason Clyde (Nellie) (Clyde Mason Cottages) 
(Seaside Fuel Co) h 200 N Holladay Dr. 

Mason Geo F (Seaside Cabinet Works) r A do. 

Mason Miladi knit shop r 200 N Holladay Dr. 

Mason Victor slsmn Safeway stores. 


In the Seaside Signal of May 21, 1987, in one of 
his several letters to the Reflections column, R.V. 
Whitney relates an interesting story told to him by 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


Clyde Mason: 

An article some time back about the Spruce 
Division of WW I brought back some memories, 
and I started to write, but figured someone in the 
logging business would know more than I did. But, 
so far no comment, so here is what Clyde Mason 
told me. 

Seems that the Army in its infinite wisdom draft- 
ed loggers and sent them to France, and brought 
men from the Kentucky hills, who could shoot the 
eye out of a squirrel at 100 paces, out to Oregon to 
log spruce for airplane frame material. 

For lumber to have maximum strength it has to 
be split with the grain, not sawn across the fibers, 
so each spruce log had to be split first, then sawn 
parallel to the natural grain. 

That was hard work, so someone decided that 
dynamite would do the job easier. It did, but it also 
shattered the fiber of the wood, making it useless 
for any structural purpose. 

So there was a lot of spruce firewood available. 


709. Tennes Berg Mathisen [I] was born on 
December 20, 1891, the son of Theodore B. 
Mathisen (1848-1921) and Bertie (1850-1929). 

The Mathisen family came to Seaside in 1905, 
when the father, a native of Norway, took a job as 
laborer at the mill on Avenue G. 


The family consisted of the parents and four chil- 
dren, a girl and three boys: 

¢ Matilda, who later became the wife of Astoria 
attorney Enoch Mathison; 

¢ Peter M., who worked in the mill and also was a 
commercial fisherman; 

¢ Frank S., born March 12, 1886, who served as 
town marshal and later was a fireman for the SP&S 
Railway. 

* Tennes B., subject of this sketch. 


By 1910, Tennes was working as a clerk in B.W. 
Otto's grocery store, then located on the east side on 
the present-day site of the offices of public accoun- 
tant Edwin L. Luoma, 862 Broadway (near the 
Pacific Power office). In addition to groceries, Otto 
handled fishing tackle, books and stationery. Otto 
later opened a second store on the west side at 
Broadway and Third Street (N. Downing). 

By 1913, Tennes had taken a job as driver and 
clerk for the James Peterson Co. (meat, groceries 
and general merchandise). Peterson had been 
burned out in the 1912 fire. He then had a tempo- 
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rary wooden building constructed on the same site 
(Lawler-Moore Building), but it was moved to 763 
Broadway in late 1912 to make way for the new 
Lawler-Moore. Peterson eventually settled perma- 
nently at 7 Seventh Street North, in the new Gilbert 
Block building completed in the summer of 1914. 

The 1915 Ownership Directory by the Heald 
Map & Directory Co., Inc., shows that Tennes B. 
Mathisen owned 20 acres in Section 24, Township 6 
North, Range 10 West. The location was roughly 
two to three miles east of the Turnaround. Its 1915 
assessed value was $60. 

On Saturday, October 9, 1915, Tennes married 
Ruth Emme Burgess, daughter of John Burgess of 
Gearhart. After their honeymoon in Portland, the 
couple took up residence in the Rockford cottage in 
Seaside. 

The 1915 Polk indicates Tennes was still board- 
ing at his parents’ home, 904 South Seventh Street. 
The 1917 Polk states that he was rooming with his 
fisherman brother Peter M. Mathisen at 1135 
Avenue F, Neither directory entry mentions a wife, 
as was Customary in those years. Perhaps his 1915 
marriage was short-lived. 

Tennes continued working for Peterson for about 
four years, while residing with either his parents at 
904 South Seventh Street (now Holladay Drive), or 
his brother Peter. 

By late 1916 or early 1917, Tennes had hired on 
as Clerk at the A.R. Wascher & Co. grocery, located 
at 611 Broadway in the new Lawler-Moore. 

During World War I, Tennes quit his job with 
Wascher in order to enlist in the Army and help 
fight the battle. He served honorably as a private 
with Company D of the 101st Infantry, and saw 
action in France. He was seriously wounded at St. 
Michel, when a bullet passed through the side of his 
head penetrating the eye socket. 

Tennes apparently retumed to Seaside as soon as 
he was discharged from the Army. 

In late 1918 or early 1919, according to the recol- 
lections of Peggy (Dominguez) Callahan, Tennes 
purchased a billiard hall from BJ. Callahan. It was 
located at 417 Broadway, the eventual site of 
Broadway Billiards. The researcher could find no 
supportive evidence of this report, however he did 
find record of Tennes' ownership of the subject 
property by 1931, some 12 or 13 years later (see 
below). 


By 1920, Tennes had formed a partnership with 
H.B. Merriman in the Merriman & Mathisen 
Billiards parlor, 227 West Broadway. He at that time 
resided with his fisherman brother, Peter M. 
Mathisen, at 1112 Sixth Avenue. 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


The Seaside Signal of May 19, 1921, states: 

(Tennes Mathisen] has returned from Portland 
last week, where he went to have the eyeball 
removed as it gave him much trouble and was 
affecting the remaining eye. 

Tennes has gone through considerable suffering 
with this eye since returning from the battlefields of 
France, and we hope that this last operation will at 
least relieve his suffering. 


Tennes' father died in 1921 and was buried in 
Seaside Evergreen Cemetery. His mother, Bertie, 
passed away in 1929. 


Tennes was also partner with H.B. Merriman in 
the Mathisen & Merriman Cigar Store. On 
September 1, 1921, however, Tennes purchased 
Merriman's interest. Merriman left town for 
California, probably to spend the winter. 

When Merriman developed other interests (the 
Merriman family for many years operated a curio 
store on West Broadway), Tennes also took over as 
sole owner of the billiards hall at 227 Broadway, He 
was still operating at the same location up into the 
early 1930s. 

By 1931, while still owner of the billiards hall at 
227 Broadway, Mathisen had also become sole 
owner and taken over the management of 
Broadway Billiards, also called The Broadway, a 
two-story building a 417 Broadway (presently 415 
Broadway). His residénce then was on the southeast 
corner of the intersection of Avenue A and South 
Second Street (South Columbia). The house is still 
standing and in recent years has served as the office 
of public accountant William J. “Bill” MacLean, 
209 Avenue A. 

The billiard parlors of Seaside, which had been 
reduced to selling soft drinks during Prohibition 
days, had of course resumed selling alcoholic bever- 
ages. At The Broadway, Tennes installed mechani- 
cal horse racing machines that proved very popular. 
It was a common summertime event to see tourists 
queued in long lines extending around the corner 
into South Franklin Street, waiting for a chance to 
gamble at Mathisen's establishment. 

Tennes married Mynette H. (last name unknown), 
at an unknown date. It was her second marriage. 
She was bor in 1898, died in 1971 and (reportedly 
contrary to her desire, as expressed to close friends) 
was buried beside Tennes at Seaside Evergreen 
Cemetery. She had a daughter (Phyllis?) by her first 
husband, and a son by Tennes named Tennes B. 
Mathisen, Jr. 

The senior Tennes continued operating 
Broadway Billiards for several decades. In 1964, he 
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finally sold out to Paul and Aurora Jones, who con- 
verted the lower floor to the Sea Trader Gift Shop 
and made their residence upstairs. The spacious 
upstairs had in earlier days served as a popular 
meeting hall for the woodworkers union and for 
high school dances. 

Some of the original fixtures of Broadway 
Billiards remained in place when the Joneses took 
up occupancy in 1964. They saved the cash register 
for their own use, the underside of which was 
marked “Second-hand in 1913.” (It was probably 
one B.J. Callahan had brought from his post-fire 
saloon.) The large wooden back-bar was sold and 
moved to Seattle. One of the brass spittoons, which 
may have originated in B.J. Callahan's Ocean 
Saloon of 1903, was preserved and eventually given 
by the Joneses to Seaside Museum. 

For more history on Broadway Billiards, includ- 
ing a photo, see the book “O-O-Old Seaside,” Vol. 
1, by Jack M. Fosmark. 


Tennes Berg Mathisen, Sr., died on March 22, 
1966, and is buried in the Mathisen family plot at 
Evergreen Cemetery south of Seaside. The ceme- 
tery, incidentally, was plotted in February 1913. 


Those buried in Block 57 at Evergreen Cemetery 


are: 

Lot 1. Theodore B. Mathisen, 1848-1921. 

Lot 2. Bertie Mathisen, 1850-1929 ats of 
Theodore B. Mathisen). 

Lot 3. Margaret Mathisen, 1890-1936 (wife of 
Frank S. Mathisen). 

Lot 4. Frank S. Mathisen, 03/12/1886-02/14/1948. 

Lot 5. Erick Odnoy, 09/13/1883-01/04/1958. 

Lot 6. Tennes B. Mathisen, 12/20/1891-03/22/1966. 

Lot 7. Mynette H. Mathisen, 1898-1971 (wife of 
Tennes B. Mathisen). 

Lot 8. Jeanne M. Mathisen, 1911-1984 (cremation 
remains). 


Lot 8r. Charles A. Mathisen 1912-.... (reserved). 


710. Thomas A. “Tom” McKay [III] (1879- 
1931) was born on January 4, 1879, on the old Ezra 
Meeker donation land claim in Puyallup, Wash., the 
son of Thomas Hawley McKay [II] and Henrietta 
(Rowe) McKay. 

The father, Thomas [II], had crossed the ocean 
with his father, Thomas [I] in the 1850s, and settled 
in New Brunswick, Canada. Thomas [I] practiced 
his trade as a building contractor for 20 years and 
spent his last days there. 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


Thomas [II] received his education in New 
Brunswick, and followed his father's trade. He 
moved to Tacoma, Wash., in 1870, where he contin- 
ued building. 

According to Fred Lockley's account (“Columbia 
River Valley,” Vol. III, 1928), Thomas [II] became a 
railroad contractor. He built the Butte, Anaconda & 
Pacific Railroad and was its first superintendent. He 
died in 1896, probably in Tacoma. 

Henrietta (Rowe) McKay, wife of Thomas [II] 
and the mother of the subject of this sketch, was a 
native of Frankfort, Germany. She had five children 
by Thomas [I]. 

As a widow, Henrietta resided for a time in 
Milwaukie, Ore. She then moved to Seaside and 
resided for several years with her unmarried daugh- 
ter, Leona, at 702 North Seventh Street (west side of 
what is now North Holladay near its intersection 
with Seventh Avenue). Leona, circa 1914-1928, was 
assistant cashier at the First State Bank of Seaside. 


Dr. Lena R. Hodges, for several years prior to her 
marriage in 1919 to Floyd A. Rudesill, resided with 
Leona McKay. The two became very close friends. 
Leona had just purchased the above-mentioned 
home on North Seventh in early 1919. Hodges, a 
practicing osteopathic surgeon since coming to 
Seaside in 1909 at age 23, named her first child 
Leona Jane Rudegill, in honor of her very dear 
friend Leona McKa' 

A 1925 photo of Pernictia appears in the Seaside 
Signal of March 1, 1990, Reflections, Leisure 
Section p.15. 


Tom McKay [III], the subject of this sketch, went 
through grammar school in Port Townsend then 
completed a business course at Acme College in 
Seattle. He also learned the plumber's trade in 
Seattle and practiced it there for five years, before 
moving to Seaside in 1907. 

He married Elizabeth Plummer on September 8, 
1914, in Port Townsend. She was a native of Port 
Townsend and the daughter of Enoch F. and Lillian 
Plummer. Enoch, deputy county treasurer and later 
customs auditor of Port Townsend, was the son of 
pioneer Albert A. Plummer, called the first white 
person in Port Townsend. Albert helped lay out and 
found the town; he came to Oregon in 1849. 

Tom and Elizabeth had three children, born in the 
following order: 

¢ Thomas Plummer “Tom” McKay [Tom IV], 
was born in Seaside in about 1919. He married a 
woman named Bessie. He and Bessie resided at 615 
North Seventh Street, on the southeast corner of 
Seventh, almost directly across the street from 
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Leona and Henrietta's home. 

* Marianne Elizabeth McKay was born in Seaside 
in about 1925; she married Harry James Rodgers on 
December 3, 1944, in Seaside. 

* Donald McKay, called Donny or Don, was bom 
in about 1929, probably in Seaside. He married 
Warren Kan's sister, whose name is not at hand. (We 
are told that Kan's wife, Irene, can provide McKay 
family history.) é 

Tom [III] had learned the plumber's trade in 
Seattle before relocating with his wife to Seaside in 
1907 and establishing his own business which 
evolved into the largest plumbing shop in town. 

In 1907, Tom and Henrietta were received as 
members into the Methodist-Episcopal Church of 
Seaside. 

By 1922, Tom had served four terms on the 
Seaside City Council, and was president of the 
Oregon State Plumbers’ Association. 

Tom died in 1931 at the relatively young age of 
52. His son, Tom JIV], continued operating the 
McKay Plumbing shop at 729 Broadway. 


The widow Elizabeth (Plummer) McKay served 
as librarian at the Seaside Public library for about 25 
years, from 1933 to 1958. According to her own 
published account, however, her service as librarian 
was only for eight years, from 1936 until January 1, 
1944, when she resigned to accept full-time employ- 
ment at Stafford Fuel & Lumber yard (Seaside 
Signal, January 6, 1944, article concerning her 
retirement as librarian). She was at that time suc- 
ceeded as librarian by Mrs. Margaret Rowe. 
However, The Ben Davis Papers, by Benny T. 
Davis (1984), show that Elizabeth McKay had evi- 
dently changed her mind after resigning in ‘44, as 
the city council again appointed her librarian on 
October 14, 1946. Furthermore, the city records 
show that both Elizabeth Mckay and Mrs. Jandrall 
were librarians as of March 27, 1950. It therefore 
seems likely that Elizabeth did continue serving as 
librarian until 1958. 

Elizabeth became quite fond of the fuel and lum- 
ber company founder and owner, Elias Tappan 
Stafford (1875-1960), who was himself also wid- 
owed. But Stafford, who served as mayor of Seaside 
from 1934-1938, in about 1943 or ‘44 married 
another, unhappily so, for the marriage ended in 
divorce after about two years. 


Elizabeth contracted cancer and eventually had to 
quit her job at the lumber yard. In about 1962, her 
son Tom moved her to Portland and took good care 
of her until she died about a year and a half later, on 
July 27, 1964, in Beaverton. 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


711. Bruno Menzel was a baker. He came to 
Seaside in about 1908, by which year he had estab- 
lished a bakery in town, probably in the east side 
core area. His place of business, the Royal Bakery, 
was destroyed in the 1912 city fire. 

Soon after the fire, Menzel began having the 
Menzel Building erected at 737 East Bridge Street. 
The Signal of May 30, 1912, p.1., reported that he 
had a large force of men at work constructing a 
brick oven for the new Royal Bakery. The item 
noted that part of the building was completed “last 
week,” and more would be started as soon as the 
oven was finished. 

The building was completed for occupancy on 
July 31, 1913. Bruno and his wife, Hattie B. 
Menzel, immediately took up residence in the 
upstairs of the building (739 East Bridge Street). In 
the downstairs they opened the Royal Hotel and 
Royal Bakery (737 East Bridge Street). East Bridge 
Street was in 1914 redesignated East Broadway. 

The couple had at least one child, a son Wilhelm 
“William” Menzel. He graduated from the eighth 
grade of Seaside School in September 1908. In May 
1912, he was one of two students to graduate from 
the “high school” classes of School District 10 then 
being conducted in the Seaside School building 
(erected in 1900). At the 1912 commencement exer- 
cises, young Menzel spoke on the topic of “The 
mission of the United States in the Politics of the 
World.” * 

William subsequently followed in his father's 
trade, working at the family bakery were he appren- 
ticed at a very young age. 


The researcher suspects that Bruno Menzel hailed 
from Germany. The following item in the Seaside 
Signal of October 19, 1911, p.1., supports the idea: 

A card was received by Prof. Branstator from 
William Menzel who was in Lockport, N.Y. He stated 
that he would sail for Germany soon. 

Since William would still have been a teenager 
(about age 17) in 1911, we suspect that he may have 
been accompanied by a parent on his trip to 
Germany. 


In Seaside in 1926, William Menzel married a 
woman known only to us today as Josie. Her maid- 
en name may have been Richards. The young cou- 
ple resided in Seaside only until 1928 when they 
moved to Portland, where William established him- 
self as one of the head bakers in the Meier & Frank 
store. He and Josie returned occasionally to visit his 
parents and were in Seaside to attend the dedication 
ceremony of the new Seaside Union High School in 
November 1916. They later moved to Oswego. 
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William and Josie had at least 
one child, a daughter named 
Brittanna. 

Josie died in Portland on 
Tuesday morning, February 3, 
1942. Among her survivors 
were the daughter Brittanna and 
J. Richards (possibly Josie's 
brother) of Oswego. 

By 1925, Bruno and Hattie 

Menzel had apparently disposed 
of the Royal Bakery. It was then 
being operated by Felix 
Wesoloski at 617 Broadway 
East. The bakery in the Menzel 
Building also continued in oper- 
ation for perhaps a year or two. 
It is unclear, however, whether it 
was any longer under the propri- 
etorship of the Menzel family, 
who did continue to operate the 
Royal Hotel for many more 
years. 
The PT&T directories of 
April 1926 and October 1926 
contain entries on the Royal 
Bakery (739 Broadway East), 
and Menzel’s Bakery No. 2 (617 
Broadway), indicating perhaps 
that Menzel had continued in the 
baker's trade. 

Mrs. Hattie B. Menzel is list- 
ed as a widow in the Polk 
Directory of 1934, indicating 
that Bruno had died sometime 
after 1931. She continued resid- 
ing in the Menzel Building and 
managing the Royal Hotel for 
several more years. 

Because Bruno Menzel's 
grave is not located in Seaside 
Evergreen Cemetery, the 
researcher believes Menzel may 
have been buried in the popular 
(but uncharted) Ocean View 
Cemetery in Warrenton. 


712. Frederick B. “Fred” 
Poole (1872-1945) was bom on 
February 16, 1872. He died on 
June 18, 1945, probably in 
Seaside, and is buried in Block 


Another Paper by Jack M 
Seaside 


Fosmark, Researcher, 
July 3, 1992. 


SUBJECT: POOLE’S KANDY 
KITCHEN & POOLE'S BOWL- 
ING ALLEY 


Poole's Kitchen 
Edward Poole [sic. Edwin D. 
Poole intended] founded 
Poole's Kandy Kitchen on West 
Bridge Street in 1897. His candy 
shop was probably in existence 


The candy shop, now 
named Phillips Candy 
Kitchen, is located at 217 
Broadway. 

Poole eventually sold the 
candy and bowling businesses 
to the Johnson brothers, Cliff 
and Vern. Actually, Cliff may 
have acquired the two business- 
es as early as 1918, his year of 
arrival in Seaside, and operated 
them alone until his brother 
Vern joined him as business 
partner some time after the lat- 
ter's arrival in 1922. 

The Johnson brothers con- 
tinued to operate the candy 
business under its original 
name, Poole's Kandy Kitchen, 
but renamed the bowling alley, 
Johnson Brothers’ Bowling 
Alley (see below). 

The Johnson brothers even- 
tually (date unknown) sold 
Poole's Kandy Kitchen to a man 
named Reebe (spelling 
unknown, pronounced Ree- 
bee), who also kept the original 
name of the business. 

In 1927, after apprenticing 
under Mr. Reebe for several 
months, the candy business 
was purchased by Duncan 
“Don" Stewart (1885-1961), who 
operated it for the next 15 years, 
until 1942, still under its onginal 
name, Poole's Kandy Kitchen. 

Don Stewart, as he was 
known, had come to Seaside in 
1922, and had owned and oper- 
ated a hand-rolled cigar shop 
until he foresaw that cheaper, 
machine-rolled cigars were 
destroying his market. It is not 
known whether anyone contin- 
ued to operate the shop in that 
location after Stewart quit the 
business. Stewart's Cigar Shop 
was the next door west of 
Broadway Bilkards (latter build- 
ing still stands at 415 
Broadway). The cigar shop was 
only about eight feet wide and 
15 feet deep. 

Soon after WW-II started, 
Stewart began having trouble 
getting sugar to make his candy. 
Because of this, he decided to 
get out of the business. in 1942, 
he sold Poole's Kandy Kitchen 
to Johnny and Marguerite 
(Blake) Phillips; soon thereafter, 
the business name was 
changed to Phillips Candy 
Kitchen, as it is now known. 

Before acquiring an interest 
in the Candy business in 1942, 
Marguerite (Blake) Phillips had 
apprenticed first as a clerk, then 
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as a candy-dipper, for the for- 
mer owner, Don Stewart. She 
reportedly continues working at 
the shop to this day. Her mother, 
Mrs. Blake, was the long-time 
owner-operator of Seaside Taxi 
Service, with its headquarters 
on the former Robert A. & 
Genevieve “Jenny” (O'Neil) 
Spear property on the west 
bank of the Wahanna River 
(Neawanna Creek) at the east 
end of Second Avenue. Old- 
timers recall that Mrs. Blake 
drove a “big old Buick" as the 
taxi. The complete genealogy 
and history of the Blake family is 
presently not at hand. 


Poote's Bowling Alley 

Research to date indicates 
the same Edward Poole [sic. 
Edwin D. Poole, intended] who 
founded Poole’s Kandy 
Kitchen, also founded the first 
bowling alley in Seaside, 
Poole's Bowling Alley. 

The date Edward Poole 
[sic. Edwin D. Poole, intended] 
opened the bowling alley is not 
at hand. The earliest firm evi- 
dence found of his proprietor- 
ship 5s in the Seaside section of 
the ALL. Polk Directory of 1910. 

Nobel laureate Linus 
Pauling, 91, in his letter to this 
researcher dated June 11, 
1992, states that he set pins in 
the bowling alley in ether 1911 
or 1913. The renown Dr. 
Pauling described his Seaside 
pin-setting job thus: 

“| made some money set- 
ting up pins in the ing alley 
in Seaside. | do not femember 
the name of the i or 
of its owner. There were no 
automatic machines to set the 
pins. | would perch on a shelf 
above the pins, holding my legs 
up, while the bowler was bow/- 
ing, and then would a down 
and set up the pins. bow! 
ing alley was on the south side 
of the main street, about mid- 
way, | think, in the second block 
from the ocean.” 

Don Stewart's son, Frank D. 
Stuart, 74, recently described 
his pin-setting experience in the 
same bowling alley, circa early 
1930s. (See researcher's 
STEWART file.) In his reply to 
Or. Pauling, dated July 2, 1992, 
the researcher described his 
own pinsetting expenence. (See 
PAULING file.) 

The “main street” referred to 
by Dr. Pauling was Bridge 
Strest when he was a pinsetter. 
At first known as Shell Road, 
Bridge Street was in 1914 
renamed Broadway. The bow! 
ing alley was located adjacent 
on the west side of Poole‘s 
Kandy Kitchen, on West Bndge 
Street. The latter candy busi- 
ness now bears the address 
217 Broadway, however its pre- 
sent name is Phillips Candy 
Kitchen. 

The bowling alley was 
acquired some time after 1918 
by Clifford Truman “Cliff* 
Johnson whose brother, Verne 
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Elis “Vern* Johnson, joined him 
as a partner in 1929. The brath- 
ers eventually renamed the 
business Johnson Brothers’ 
Bowling Alley, and continued 
Operating t until 1947. Whether 
or not they had purchased it 
from the founder, Edward Poole 
[sic. Edwin D. Poole, intended] , 
or someone else, is unknown. 

Final disposition of the bow- 
ing alley and the fate of the 
building that housed it has not 
yet been discovered. 

Clitf Johnson's daughter, 
Betty, (now Mrs. Don Church, 
30 Ninth Ave., Seaside; 738- 
7276), on July 3, 1992, provided 
this researcher with some infor- 
mation and has invited him to 
arrange an appointment to fur- 
ther discuss her father's bus+ 
ness interests and the Johnson 
family genealogy. She said her 
father, Cliff Johnson, arrived in 
Seaside from Nampa, Kaho, in 
1918. He originally came from 
Dallas, Ore. He was first the 
owner of the White Way 
Restaurant & Fountain at the 
southeast corner of Broadway 
and Columbia Street (which 
later became Vern's Arcade 
and is now Funland 
Amusement Arcade, 201 
Broadway). He apparently dis- 
posed of that business when he 
acquired the bowling alley. 

The obituary of Vernie Ellis 
Johnson (1874-1957), pub- 
lished in the Seaside Signal, 
Jan. 17, 1957, p.1, says he 
operated a restaurant and bak- 
ery with his brother [in their 
native state], lowa, for several 
years. He was later in business 
in Nampa and Weiser, Idaho. 
He and his family came to 
Seaside in 1922. He got into the 
bowling alley business in 1929, 
which he operated with his 
brother Cif until 1947. In 1948, 
Vern began operating the 
Edgewater Apartments, which 
he pursued until shortly before 
his death on Jan. 16, 1957 at 
the age of 77. He was survived 
by two daughters, Mrs. Joe 
(LaVern) De Beaudry of 
Portland, and Mrs. James 
(Vinice) Smith of Seaside; two 
sisters, Mrs. Ethel Cady and 
Mrs. Imo Tanner, both of 
Seaside; and four grandchil- 
dren. 


Associated Papers and 

Sources (in JMF's files): 

* Memos, Telecons or Family 
Group Charts of Duncan 
“Don* STEWART, Frank D. 
STEWART, Vernie Ellis 
JOHNSON, Clifford Truman 
JOHNSON, Betty (Johnson) 
Church, Dr. Linus PAULING. 

« Obit, Vernie Ellis Johnson, 
Seaside Signal, 01/17/1957, 
p1 — see gist on his FGC. 

* STRUCTURES FOLDER: 
Bowling Alley; Store. 

DISSEM 2-CYS: STRUC- 
TURES: 1-CY CANDY 
STORE; 1-CY BOWLING 
ALLEY 
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037, Lot 01, of Clatsop Plains Pioneer Cemetery. 

Buried next to Fred in the same cemetery, in 
Block 037, Lot 02, is Wyatt A. Poole, who was born 
in Indiana in 1830 and passed away on June 7, 
1908. Wyatt, a son of Macaja Poole, was probably 
the father of Fred. 

Buried in Block 037, Lot 03, are the last remains 
of Naomi Poole (1844-1933). She was probably the 
mother of Fred. ¢ 

In an interview on May 30, 1940, Emest Dietrick 
of Clatsop Plains told Seaside historian Inez Hanson 
that “Elizabeth and Wyatt Poole came to the Clatsop 
Plains in 1907.” If this is true, it should be noted that 
their arrival was a decade after the recognized date 
of establishment of Poole's Bowling Alley; i.e., 
1897. 

The information contained in the Marlantes paper 
that Fred B, Poole was a “‘confectionairre and bowl- 
ing alley” proprietor was news to the researcher, 
who has for several years been following the history 
of Edwin D. Poole (a.k.a. Pool), confectionairre and 
bowling alley proprietor. It seems logical that Edwin 
inherited both businesses from Fred. 


[Note: Harold L. “Hal” Berry, born in Seaside 
on April 12, 1910, the son of early Seaside 
recorder-police judge and second-hand store 
owner John L. Berry, insists that what is now the 
Bridge Tender tavern, 554 Broadway, used to be 
Poole’s Confectionery. A directory search turned 
up nothing to corroborate Berry's recollection 
(which has heretofore repeatedly proven accu- 
rate). However, subsequent research by your writ- 
er revealed that the same confectionery was later 
known as Ahern‘’s Fountain Lunch and in 1938 
was taken over by Roy Laurence Culver (1895- 
1984) who renamed it Culver’s Fountain Lunch 
and, with his son Paul Norman Culver (born 
October 14, 1919), continued operating it under 
the same name until 1944. Paul told the researcher 
that the business sold bottled beer, soda pop and 
ice cream; it had a regular soda fountain that cost 
Roy Culver $2,100. The Culver family resided 
upstairs over the confectionery. ] 


The researcher assumes that Edwin Poole was a 
son of Fred. That being the case, he further assumes 
that Fred arrived in Seaside in 1897, which is the 
known founding date of Poole's Kandy Kitchen 
(Phillips Candy Kitchen since 1942, 217 
Broadway). 

The 1915 Polk Directory, first to list addresses, 
shows the address of Edwin D. Poole's confec- 
tionery as “221 Broadway.” 

Seaside records of the days prior to the tum of the 
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20th century being so scarce, your writer must fur- 
ther surmise that it was Fred who founded the bowl- 
ing alley on Shell Road in 1897. 

Early photos (in Seaside Museum) of west 
Seaside, circa 1905 or before, show Poole's bowling 
alley standing alone on what was barely a wagon 
road through the pines, forerunner of Shell Road 
(Broadway). If Fred was the founder, certainly he 
must have arrived in Seaside by 1897 or earlier. 

The name, Edwin D, Poole, is frequently mis- 
spelled. It appears in the Polk Directory of 1908 and 
1910 as “Edward Pool.” The first evidence of his 
presence in Seaside appears in the 1908 directory. 
His occupation then was laborer for H.G. Klopp, 
agent of the sash and door factory in the Seaside 
Lumber & Manufacturing Company complex locat- 
ed near Hermosa Park Bridge (now Avenue G 
Bridge). 


Mabel Pool (probably a daughter of Edwin D. 
Poole) is listed as an honorary student who passed 
sixth grade examinations at Seaside School in June 
1908. The fact that her name is consistently spelled 
“Pool” in the Seaside Signal for several years, may 
indicate it was an acceptable modification of the 
original spelling. Mabel graduated eighth grade in 
May of 1910. In 1911, she passed the ninth grade 
examinations in the “high school” section of the 
same school. She spent two school vacation months 
of the summer of $911 visiting in Portland, then 
returned to Seaside on Sunday, September 17, in 
order to resume high school studies. In late 
September 1911, she was elected a member of a 
committee in the Airship Club, the (unsuccessful) 
endeavor of which was "to rescue the airship from 
the Mexicans.” At about the same time, she was 
elected to the office of Secretary of the High School 
Literary Society. No record was found of her having 
completed high school. 

Only two students, Eva Cole and William 
Menzel, graduated with the high school class of 
1912. The 1913 record of graduates was not given 
in the Seaside Signal, and the researcher has no 
other school records at hand for that year. 


[A research paper by your writer, dated July 3, 
1992, is of interest even though it may contain a 
minor inaccuracy (boxed item on page 30). The 
lead-off paragraph states that Edwin D. Poole 
founded the candy kitchen. In light of the Marlantes 
paper that may no longer ring true, as it seems to 
indicate that Fred B. Poole (1872-1945), who was 
probably Edwin's father, may have been the founder. 
On the other hand, Edwin may have been old 
enough to be considered co-founder. ] 
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713. John Selnes (1871-1966), prominent 
Seaside businessmas, was born in Selnes, Norway, 
on July 29, 1871. He was schooled in Norway. In 
1888, at age 17, he came to Astoria to join his eldest 
brother, Pete, who was already established. 

John became a member of the Astoria fire depart- 
ment and worked as a salmon gillnetter on the 
Columbia. He later was employed at the big Clatsop 
Mill in Astoria, and continued working there until 
1903 when he moved to Seaside. 

(The brother Pete sailed to Alaska in 1910. 
Enroute he played the part of a hero when the ship 
struck an iceberg. While suspended perilously in a 
painter's sling over the damaged side, he nailed 
boards fast whenever the ship rocked and brought 
that side up from the icy water. The makeshift patch 
saved the ship from sinking, and after being held 
ice- bound for two weeks, enabled it to safely reach 
a port in the Bearing Sea.) 

In Seaside, John Selnes worked as a clerk for 
Dresser & Co., a mercantile store owned by Fred 
Dresser. The store was located in the first Lawler- 
Moore Building (built in 1905) on the southwest 
comer of Main and Bridge Street. Also employed in 
the store was Harry Montrol Wheatley (1879-1962), 
destined to become a business partner and lifelong 
friend of Selnes (see VII-715). 


Incidentally, Seaside's first telephone switchboard 
with ten lines became operational on August 3, 
1900, in the Lawler-Moore store with H.M. 
Wheatley as operator. The store's exact location has 
not been determined, however the writer believes it 
was near the Main and Bridge Streets intersection. 
A photo of Wheatley and the switchboard is in 
Seaside Museum. (See VII-715, Wheatley sketch.) 


From about 1905 to 1908, John Selnes and H.M. 
Wheatley operated a small dance pavilion which 
they had erected on west Bridge Street. Wheatley's 
obituary states that the pavilion was also used as a 
(roller) skating rink. Selnes and Wheatley both 
played musical instruments there in a small band. 
Selnes, according to his daughter Avis, played cor- 
net, while Wheatley played violin, and his wife, 
Anna, played clarinet. Although the business folded 
after two or three years, the building stayed there a 
long time. The Orange Mill, owned by Jim Bigelow 
and Jim Miflin of Seattle, was later on the site for 
several years. The site is presently occupied by 
Pudgy's Restaurant (formerly Hara's) and the 
Embers Lounge, 227 Broadway. 

The John and Josie (Buchanan) Selnes residence, 
346 Second Avenue West, was on the west adjacent 
side of the Harry M. and Anna J. (Utzinger) 
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Wheatley residence, 354 Second Avenue West. Both 
structures are still standing. 

On September 4, 1905, in Portland, John Selnes 
married Josephine Beatrice “Josie” Buchanan, one 
of the eight children of V.A. and Ella (Uhl) 
Buchanan. The newlyweds spent their honeymoon 
at the Lewis & Clark Centennial Fair of 1905, then 
returned to Seaside. Josie first saw light in 1878 in 
Clarinda County, Iowa. Her father, a Civil War vet, 
was a native of Cumberland, Pa., where he drew his 
first breath on October 10, 1841; he breathed his last 
in Seaside on February 12, 1919. 

Josie had also moved to Seaside in 1903, the 
same year as her husband. She was a school teacher, 
having received her education in Multnomah 
County schools and at Normal School in 
Monmouth. She had taught at Push School for one 
or two six-week summer sessions circa 1903-1904, 
for each of which she was paid $35 plus free board 
and room in the residence of Push Postmaster 
Herman Ahlers and family, next-door south of the 
school. The Push schoolhouse was constructed 
entirely of hand-hewn timber; it was replaced in 
1907 by a new structure that still stands (now 
known as the old Necanicum School). 

Avis, the only child of John and Josie, was bom 
in Seaside on October 1, 1908. On January 10, 
1931, Avis married Elliott Erle Hurd (1907-1989), 
son of Seaside Signal editor Erle N. Hurd and 
Johanna (Krause) Hyrd. 

In 1908, John Selnes and H.M. Wheatley formed 
a partnership and purchased a relatively new build- 
ing constructed by Josiah West. It was located in the 
very heart of the main business sector, about 50 feet 
east of the Main and Bridge Street intersection on 
the north side of Bridge Street. West, who owned 
2,100 acres of Clatsop Plains and had his home at 
West Lake, had for many years previous operated a 
small general store and meat market about 250 feet 
north of the same intersection, on the west side of 
Main Street abutting the south wall of the Steabb- 
Anderson livery stable. West had the new wooden 
store building constructed to the east of the intersec- 
tion, behind the Antlers Saloon, but either did not 
occupy it or occupied it for only a brief period. Very 
soon after it was built, he sold it to Selnes and 
Wheatley, who there established the Selnes & 
Wheatley Company in April 1908. 

On May 13, 1912, the first Selnes & Wheatley 
store, which had just been remodeled and expanded, 
burned to the ground in the great Seaside core fire. 
The structure was valued at $15,000, only half of 
which was covered by insurance. It was just one of 
54 businesses entirely consumed. 

Selnes, who had started out as fire chief in 1911, 
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was holding that office when the great fire occurred. 
He continued to serve as chief until 1922. 

Immediately after the fire the industrious young 
partners had a new building constructed on their 
property. They used their warehouse as headquarters 
until the new building was completed. 

Contractor Gudhardt had the new store building 
ready for occupancy by early March 1913. A photo 
of it appears in the Seaside Signal, March 6, 1913, 
page 1. The new building, a re-enforced concrete, 
two-story structure, measured 79 by 85 feet. 

For the next 20 years, the Selnes & Wheatley 
partnership endured and the company continued in 
business handling general merchandise from gro- 
ceries and hardware to dry goods and clothing. 

Mrs. Alberta Johnson had an interest in the build- 
ing, apparently having contributed toward its cost. 
She and her husband Edward had operated the 
Depot Restaurant on the site for several years prior 
to the great fire. 

The new Selnes & Wheatley store originally 
occupied only the west half of the ground floor. 
Mrs. Johnson, with the help of her son, Alfin, oper- 
ated the Depot Restaurant in the lower eastern half 
of the new building, leasing the space from the 
Selnes & Wheatley firm. She operated the Depot 
Hotel on the entire upper floor, having also leased 
its western half from Selnes & Wheatley. The 
address of her establishment was 730-732 
Broadway East. She was still in business as late as 
1934. \ 

Almost before the ashes of the 1912 fire cooled, 
the Antlers Saloon and Cafe reopened in a wooden- 
framed, tent-roofed temporary structure on its old 
stand at the northeast comer of the intersection, near 
the west side of the new Selnes & Wheatley build- 
ing. Mr. Wheatley, however, was destined to eventu- 
ally take over that prime comer. The Sanborn map 
of the 1921-1926 era shows the large comer site as 
having only “‘tile walls 12' high — construction sus- 
pended Aug. 1926.” A small wooden building in 
which was located “office and electrical supplies,” 
separated the comer site from what was then the 
Selnes & Wheatley store. On the east side of the lat- 
ter were listed, in order, the “DG & Co.,” then the 
bank. Wheatley apparently did not build on the cor- 
ner until 1933 or later. 


In 1933, Selnes and Wheatley amicably dissolved 
their partnership. 


Wheatley chose to situate his business on the 
prime northeast comer of the intersection, where he 
continued in the general department store line, han- 
dling dry goods, notions, shoes and ready-to-wear 


by Jack M. Fosmark 


clothing. The name of his business was the H.M. 
Wheatley Company. 

Selnes stayed put and continued in the grocery, 
hardware and feed business at 726 Broadway East. 
He named his business John Selnes & Co. 

Selnes' wife, Josie, died on November 26, 1956, 
at age 78. 

The subject of this sketch continued in business 
in Seaside for more than 53 years. In later years he 
resided with his son-in-law and daughter, Elliott and 
Avis (Selnes) Hurd, at 224 N. Holladay Drive. 

In 1960, at age 89, Selnes flew by jet over the 
North Pole to Norway to visit his 95-year-old sister, 
Karen, and other relatives. At age 90 (1961), he was 
still opening the store and found time for a daily 
afternoon round of golf. He had several years earli- 
er, however, handed over the reins of the business to 
Elliott and Avis, who with the occasional help of 
their sons, Jim and Jack Hurd, continued to operate 
at the same location until 1970. Avis had been 
familiar with the store from the days of her child- 
hood. 


At age 91, John Selnes fell and broke a hip, after 
which his good health began to fail. He died in his 
Seaside home (224 North Holladay Drive) at age 94 
on Saturday, March 26, 1966. 

Selnes, one of Seaside's oldest and best known 
residents, was survived by his daughter, Avis 
(Selnes) Hurd, andgher sons, Jim and Jack Hurd. 
Funeral services were held from the Hughes- 
Ransom chapel on Wednesday, March 30, 1966, 
with the Rev. Robert Williams of Calvary Episcopal 
Church officiating. Cremation followed at Portland 
Memorial. 

Selnes was a member of Evergreen Masonic 
Lodge, AF&AM, a life and more-than-50-year 
member of the Knights of Pythias and a member of 
the Seaside Kiwanis club. 

Avis, whose husband Elliott E. Hurd passed away 
in the Seaside hospital on May 13, 1989, continues 
to reside with her son Jack at 224 N. Holladay, 
across the street from the Masonic lodge. 


714. Milton O. “Mo” Swenson is best remem- 
bered as a locomotive engineer for the Spokane, 
Portland and Seattle Railway (SP&S), operating on 
the Seaside-Portland run. He apparently did not 
attain that position, however, until sometime in the 
mid to late 1930s, having begun his railroad experi- 
ence in about 1915 as a watchman. No record of his 
birth or death is at hand. 
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Swenson first appears in the 1910 Polk directory 
of Seaside in which his occupation is listed as driver 
for R.A. Price (meat market and groceries). 

With the exception of the 1913, 1917 and 1925 
Polk directories, M.O. Swenson (occasionally 
spelled Swensen) continues to be listed in each 
directory from 1910 through 1936, the last held in 
this researcher's collection. 

By 1915, he was working as watchman at the 
Seaside terminus of the SP&S Railway company. 
Then still a single man, he roomed at the Hotel 
Royal, 739 Broadway, a short distance west of the 
Seaside railroad depot. 

M.O. Swenson is listed among 32 other SP&S 
employees in a letter datelined Portland, September 
11, 1919, and addressed to the attention of “engine 
crews.” (Seaside Signal, Reflections, January 5, 
1989.) 

Swenson, said to have been a family man, was at 
one time an employee of the Seaside Signal. His 
wife's name, “Eva R.,” first appears in the 1920 
directory. No record of his children, if any, was 
found. 

By 1920, Swenson was a locomotive fireman for 
SP&S, which occupation he continued until 1934 or 
later. In 1920 his residence was at 731 Seventh 
Street North, but by 1931 he had taken up perma- 
nent residence on North Roosevelt Drive at the cor- 
ner of 10th Avenue East (by 1936 designated 908 
10th Avenue). 


In the 1936 directory, Swenson's occupation is 
listed as engineer, which we know to have been on 
the Seaside-Portland leg of the SP&S Railway. 


OTHERS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST: 

¢ Andrew Swenson (or Swensen) resided in 
Seaside as early as 1904, when his occupation was 
given as foreman at the Seaside Spruce Lumber Co. 
In 1906 he was listed as superintendent of the same 
company. He is last listed in the 1908 directory, but 
his occupation is not given. His relationship, if any, 
to the subject of this sketch is unknown. (The 
researcher opines that Andrew Swenson may be the 
father of M.O. Swenson.) 

Stanley Swenson passed his eighth grade exam- 
inations at District 10 (Seaside Graded School) in 
May 1908. (He may have been a brother of M.O. 
Swenson.) 

¢ Mrs. Ellen Swensen is listed in the 1910 Polk 
Directory of Seaside as “propr The Vesper-Stella 
furn mms.” The telephone number of her residence is 
given in the 1910 Seaside Telephone Directory as 
“Black 361.” (May be the mother of M.O. 
Swenson.) 
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715. Harry Montrol Wheatley (1879-1962) 
came to Seaside with his parents in 1892. He was 
born March 31, 1879, in Wauseon, Ohio, first born 
of the two known children of John and Adline 
“Addie” (Ammon) Wheatley. The second-born 
child was Jennie Wheatley. 

The father, John Wheatley, born July 12, 1840, in 
Quebec, Canada, passed away at his Seaside resi- 
dence (his son Harry's home at 354 Second Avenue) 
on February 10, 1918, and is buried in Seaside 
Evergreen Cemetery, Block 050 Lot 03. 

Addie, the mother, was born in 1848. She married 
John Wheatley in 1875 (possibly in Ohio, where she 
gave birth in 1879 to her first child, Harry). Addie 
died in 1893 or 94 (the pioneer cemetery list says 
“1893”). Her grave is in Block 029, Lot 01, in 
Clatsop Plains Pioneer Cemetery. She is the only 
person with the Wheatley name buried there. 


Harry, the subject of this sketch, married Anna J. 
Utzinger on March 5, 1908, in Seaside at the resi- 
dence of the bride's parents. Rev. William Seymour 
Short, pastor of Grace Episcopal Church, of Astoria, 
officiated. When the popular young couple left by 
train on their honeymoon, a crowd that included 
practically half the population of Astoria and 
Seaside assembled at the depot to wish them well 
and Godspeed. 

Anna, born in 1888 in Astoria, was the daughter 
of Albert W. and Lena Julia (Boentgen) Utzinger. 
Anna died in 1978. © « 

Anna's mother, Lena, born circa 1864 in 
Germany, was a sister to Annie (Boentgen) Kopp, 
wife of John Kopp (1853-1935), the prominent 
Astoria brewer. Lena died on November 9, 1942, in 
her daughter's Seaside home; i.e. the H.M. Wheatley 
residence, a landmark still overlooking the west 
bank of the Necanicum at Second Avenue. 


Anna's father, Albert, better known as A.W. 
Utzinger, Sr., (1855-1936) was an Astoria saloon 
keeper (Cosmopolitan Saloon, California Wine 
House), theater owner (Cosmopolitan Theatre) and 
musician who in 1903 moved to Seaside where he 
owned the Arcade Saloon & Magnolia Restaurant. 
He sold that business to C.C. Clarke in April 1908. 
Utzinger was a well-known band leader and clar- 
inetist (director of the Seaside Girls Marching 
Band). His estate was on the west bank of the 
Wahanna River, between the Robert and Jennie 
(O'Neil) Spear place (present mobile home park at 
the east end of Second Avenue), and what is today 
Broadway Park. Utzinger was also a gardener of 
estimable local repute, and often sold very large 
cabbages, onions (nine to a yard) and other vegeta- 
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bles to the John Selnes & Co. grocery. Avis (Selnes) 
Hurd says Utzinger brought the vegetables to her 
market in a wheelbarrow. 


Two children were bom to Harry M. and Anna 
(Utzinger) Wheatley: 

* Marjorie H. Wheatley was born in 1911, in 
Seaside; she never married. She died October 16, 
1986, and is buried in the Wheatley plot at Seaside 
Evergreen Cemetery, Block 050 Lot 01. 

¢ Fred Wheatley was born May 7, 1914, in 
Seaside. He married Genevieve Cahill on 
September 12, 1937, and they had three children: 
John, Janice and Joanne. Fred and family were 
residing at 346 Second Avenue in 1943, having just 
returned from Seattle and Portland where Fred had 
done war-related work for nearly two years. He was 
employed at Astoria Marine Iron Works as of 
September 1943. He died on July 6, 1955, in 
Seaside, age 41. 


Harry M. Wheatley was operator of Seaside's first 
telephone switchboard, installed on August 3, 1900, 
in the Lawler-Moore store. A photo in the Seaside 
Museum collection shows Wheatley standing beside 
the switchboard. Among first customers connected 
to the 10-line system were the McGuire Hotel (orig- 
inal Austin House, known as Holladay Hotel in its 
final years), John H. Johannsen's store and the 
Seaside House. 

As a young man, Wheatley worked as a clerk. at 
the J. H. Johannsen Store, located before 1905 on 
the southwest corner of Bridge and Main. (A photo 
of the store is in the Seaside Museum collection; 
museum volunteer photographer John Raniero made 
an excellent enlargement of the photo in 1994, and 
presented a copy to this researcher who had it oak 
framed behind glass.) Later generations of the 
Johannsen family spell the name Johansen, and it is 
often seen misspelled Johanson. 


By 1905, Wheatley was an employee of the Fred 
Dresser Mercantile store which occupied the major 
portion of the first Lawler-Moore Building con- 
structed that same year on the former J.H. 
Johannsen Store site. Wheatley's future business 
partner and lifelong friend, John Selnes (1871- 
1966), who arrived in Seaside in 1903, was a fellow 
employee of Wheatley at Dresser's store (See VII- 
713). Also located in the building was A.R. 
Wascher & Co., a service grocery, Alfred R. 
Wascher, proprietor. 

The two side-by-side businesses reportedly were 
mentioned in the syndicated newspaper column, 
Believe It Or Not, by Ripley, who managed to find a 
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way to poke fun at the “washer's and dresser’s” of 
Seaside. 


From about 1905 to 1908, John Selnes and H.M. 
Wheatley operated a small dance pavilion which 
they had erected on west Bridge Street. Wheatley's 
obituary states that the pavilion was also used as a 
(roller) skating rink. Selnes and Wheatley both 
played musical instruments there in an orchestra. 
Selnes, according to his daughter Avis, played cor- 
net, while Wheatley played violin, and his wife, 
Anna, played clarinet. 

Although the Selnes & Wheatley rink/dance hall 
business folded after two or three years, the building 
stayed there a long time. The Orange Mill, owned 
by Jim Bigelow and Jim Miflin of Seattle, was on 
the site for several Prohibition years. 

The site is presently occupied by Pudgy's 
Restaurant (formerly Hara's) and the Embers 
Lounge, 227 Broadway. 


Wheatley is best remembered as a business part- 
ner of John Selnes in the Selnes & Wheatley depart- 
ment store established in April 1908. The first 
Selnes & Wheatley store was located in a wooden 
building on the north side of Bridge Street, about 
100 feet east of the intersection of Main and Bridge 
(present-day Holladay Drive and Broadway, respec- 
tively). ‘ 

Wheatley was a Nest Seaside resident, probably 
having taken up residence there soon after his 1908 
marriage. He was a city councilman for West 
Seaside in 1910. He was a member of several frater- 
nal organizations, including Evergreen Masonic 
Lodge AF&AM (where he was at one time master); 
Seaside Lodge of Perfection; Oregon Consistory of 
Scottish Rite Bodies; Al Kader Temple and a past 
patron of Maple chapter OES. He was also treasurer 
of the Seaside Episcopal Church. 


The Seaside Signal of March 12, 1925, reported 
that the skulls of two Clatsop Indians were then on 
display at the Selnes & Wheatley store. The article 
stated (tongue-in-cheek, we hope) that the skulls 
were from the skeletons of “Chief Wahanna and his 
mate,” and had been unearthed at H.M. Wheatley's 
home (354 Second Avenue). 

One of these skulls may have been the one dis- 
played for years at the Seaside Chamber of 
Commerce, when it was located on North 
Columbia. When Seaside Museum opened on 
October 15, 1983, the skull was moved there and 
again put on public display. 

(Your writer in late 1985, shortly before resigning 
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The Founders, Seaside Evergreen (Masonic) Lodge 137 by Jack M. Fosmark 


as acting registrar of the museum, suggested that the 
board of directors consider returning the skull to the 
Chinook nation for proper reburial. The responsibil- 
ity for accomplishing the tum-over was delegated to 
museum secretary Jane Rodasky, and was finally 
accomplished circa 1986. 


In 1933, Selnes and Wheatley amicably dissolved 
their partnership of 25 years. 


Wheatley immediately established his large 
department store, HM Wheatley Co., on the north- 
east comer of Broadway and North Holladay Drive, 
while Selnes established the John Selnes & Co., a 
grocery, hardware and feed store, at 726 Broadway, 
practically next-door to the east of Wheatley. 

Wheatley operated his store until 1956 at which 
time Henry Desler became a partner and the name 
was changed to Wheatley-Desler Co. 


Wheatley had at one time been president of the 
Seaside Chamber of Commerce. He was an active 
participant and supporter of community affairs 
throughout his 70-year residence. 


Harry Montrol Wheatley, 83, died on April 28, 
1962, in the Seaside hospital after a brief illness. His 
grave is located in the Wheatley family plot at 
Seaside Evergreen Cemetery, Block 050 Lot 07. 


36. 


a ee | nant Re Be ee . 
oem | 


* , 
AEC D 06-06-9¥ FAP ——_ 


EARLY HISTORY OF SEASIDE EVERGREEN LODGE #137 
AS COMPILED BY BROTHER LEO MARLANTES,MARCH 1994 


In the year 1906, the trip from Seaside to Astoria could take over an 
hour in time on the train. This in and of itself was not too bad, but 
attempting to schedule a trip in accordance with the train schedules 
was,as a matter of fact, quite difficult. Since there was no Masonic 
Lodge located in Seaside, local Masons found it necessary to travel 
to Astoria in order to attend meetings at Temple Lodge number 7. 


In May of 1906, several Brothers met to discuss this situation. ‘They 
were of the opinion that they would like to meet regularly but found 
it difficult when they had to travel some 20 miles by train or by 
horse. 


The meetings were conducted in a room over Johanson’s store and the 
following brothers were generally in attendance: A.H.Wilson, H.C. 
Anderson,J.E.Dillian,E.S.Wood,E.Madden,G.Allendorf,E.S.Abbott, 
W.Penegor,A.H.Barr, and J.H.Johanson. The purpose of the meetings was 
to discuss not only Masonic ritual, tradition, and history but to 
review their memories of the order itself. 


The group met regularly for about two months but without formal lodge 
work, interest began to wane. However, interest had not completely 
died and about a year later, most of the group attended the 
conferring of the Master Mason degree at Temple Ledge No.7. By this 
time, however, Brothers Wood and Barr had moved away and Brother 


Johanson had died. 


However, seeing the degree work,revived the interest of the visiting 
Seaside brothers and they once again resumed their meetings but now 
in the back room of the office building of the Seaside Lumber and 
Manufacturing Company. This particular room was used as a general 
storage area and the brothers found it necessary to use mostly boxes 
for chairs. Sitting in a circle, they would again discuss Masonic 


work and tradition. 


It was at one of these meetings that the decision to petition to form 
a lodge in Seaside was made. It was decided to use Temple Lodge for 
support and to have Temple Lodge act as sponsor in order that a 
dispensation could be obtained to permit the Seaside bretheren to 


function as a lodge. 


Temple Lodge acknowledged their request with enthusiasm but would not 
provide the necessary support until they were satisfied that the 
Seaside brothers could function as a lodge. Therefore, Temple Lodge 
indicated that it would be necessary for the Seaside Group to confer 


all three degrees in open Lodge, on one candidate. 


Meanwhile, in Seaside, it was debated whether it might not be more 
prudent to just forget the whole matter as there appeared to be so 
much to learn, so much to memorize and who would assume the various 


necessary roles? The back room of the lumber company literally buzzed 
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with the need and desire to form a lodge even though it appeared that 
it would be a long and arduous task indeed in order to accomplish all 
that was necessary. However, it was finally decided to accept the 
challenge. 


They asked that Temple Lodge support their efforts by filling all the 
offices except that of the Worshipful Master, who was to be 
A.H.Wilson; the Senior Warden,H.C.Anderson;.and the Senior 
Deacon,E.W.Leppla. Temple, Lodge agreed to this proposal. 


The EA degree was to be conferred upon Ted Hoffman and the same three 
also conferred the FC degree on Hoffman as well.The MM degree then 
followed. The three who had done the degree work through the 
Fellowcraft, also recruited additional help from the Seaside 
brothers. The four newcomers and the functions that they performed 
were as follows; J.E.Dillian as JW; T,W.Tebb as First FC; W.Penegor 
as Second FC and F.Moore as the Third FC. The support of Temple Lodge 
was thus attained. . 


On April 21,1908, a petition to the Grand Lodge for dispensation to 
permit Seaside to conduct meetings was signed by 13 brothers. 

These bretheren had belonged to other lodges throughout the United 
States. Four were from Minnesota Lodges, three from Michigan, three 
from other Oregon Lodges, and one each from Alabama, Maryland, and 
New York. The Lodge was to be named Evergreen and was to meet every 
2nd and 4th Thursdays. (This however, was changed to the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays in the year 1928-.-) The dispensation was granted on May 
5,1908 just over two years after the first meeting in 1906. 


\ 
The local brothers donated a sum of $275 which Was placed in the 
Seaside Bank. The money was to be used to purchase the necessary 
Masonic paraphenalia and furniture. Brothers Dillian and Anderson 
built the altar,stands,candlesticks,the Deacon and Steward rods and 


the letter "G". 


The. lodge lost no time in becoming active. 16 days later at the 
meeting of May 21, 1908, the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the 
State of Oregon, L.Pearce visited the Lodge which was holding its 
meetings at the hall of the P.Lawler & Co. building. At this meeting, 
the first three petitions for degrees were received. The petitioners 
were F.H.Laighton,M.H.Hannan, and Louis Knoblock. 


The Lodge had not yet received its charter but was acting under 
special dispensation. Under this dispensation, the first M.M. degree 
was conferred upon F.H. Laighton on July 16,1908. The intiation fee 
was $50 for all three degrees. The dues were six dollars a year. 


The dedication of the Lodge and the installation of its first regular 
officers was not to take place until July 10.1909 when the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master of the State of Oregon and his officers 
officially visited and installed its officers. The Lodge charter was 
dated June 17,1909 and received on July 16,1909. (Ed.note: the actual 
charter was not checked to confirm these dates.) 
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Officers who functioned those beginning years were as follows: 


H.C. Anderson, WM W.S. Pyle, Sec. 
J.E. Dillian,SW C.M. Godfrey,SD 
F.H. Moore,JW M.F. Hannan,JD 
M.F. Day,Treas. Sam Leback,Tyler 


In November of the year 1910, the meeting place was moved to a hall 
above the B.W. Otto Store at 774 Broadway. The rent was set a $20 per 
month. However, there would be one more move. On Sept.22,1910, the 
Lodge had voted to move to the Knights of Pythias Hall located at 209 
North 7th(later to be named Holladay) and to. sign a five year lease 
with an option of an additional five more years. This, however, was 
not an unanimous decision. The recorded vote was 11 yeas and 5 that 
voted no. An unexplained and unrecorded delay occurred before the 
move actually occurred. The first meeting was not conducted at the 
new location until July 13,1916. Four years later on October 23,1920, 
the hall was purchased with the financial assistance of the Order of 
the Eastern Star. 


Some interesting sidelights of those early days were noted. In the 
year 1908,Temple Lodge presented Evergreen Lodge with its first 
Letter "G",which still exists,but in storage. Thus in a manner of 
fulfilling Temple Lodge’s hope "that it would be kept as long as 
*’Seaside Lodge’ will exist." 


Some interesting sidelight information is as follows: 


On January 1911 at the death of’a Brother, the tradition of draping 
4 - 


the altar for a period of 30 days was begun. *. 


On January 26,1919, a letter was received from the secretary of 
Willamette Lodge #2, requesting that Evergreeen Lodge use the $50 
which was included for the relief of an aged brother of Willamette 
Lodge who was residing in Seaside. It was specified to be used to 
guarantee a Wm.Barker of his lodging,board, and clothing. This was 
done. In addition,however, Brother A.O. Godfrey pledged $15 per month 


when the $50 was used up. 


The P.Lawlers & Co. and Fred H. Moore had a general store that was in 
existence prior to 1902. Also Brother J.H. Johanson’s store was 
established in 1893. Johanson also served as Postmaster and City 


Treasurer. 


Some of the many citizens of Seaside who were raised to the Master 
Mason degree in Evergreen Lodge and in the order in which they signed 


upon admittance were as follows: 


No.1. F.H.Laighton(a postmaster later) 
No.8. Bruno Menzel(baker) 

No.18 E.S.Abbott( judge) 

No.24.Thos.A. Mckay( plumber ) 
No.25.A.0.Godfrey(hardware) 


No.28.B.W.Otto(Grocer) 
No.32.A.Bubikofer(A.B.Armin) (metal worker) 
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No.35.Clyde Mason(landlord) 
No.40.J.W.Branstator(educator) 

No.44.Tennes Mathison,(recreation hall) 
No.47.M.0.Swenson(newspaper & long time Lodge Secretary) 
No.49.H.M.Wheatley(Drygoods) 
No.74.F.Theo.Dichter( lumber) 

No.81.John Selnes(grocer) 

No.83.L.W.Cone(First to pay into Home Fund, $25) 
No.90.Fred B.Poole(confectionairre & bowling lanes) 


Note: Most of the signatures unfortunately were not dated. 
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